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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by refreshments

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday
Sunday

7th October
14th October

Sunday
Sunday

21st October
28th October

Sunday

4th November

Saturday
Tuesday
Sunday
Sunday

11th
13th
18th
25th

November
November
November
November

10h00
10h00
11h45
10h00
10h00
10h00
11h45
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00

Eucharist 19th After Trinity
Eucharist St Luke
Danish Lutheran Service
Eucharist 21st After Trinity
Eucharist SS Simon & Jude and
Bible Sunday
Eucharist All Saints
Danish Lutheran Service
Eucharist Remembrance Sunday
CCC Meeting
Eucharist 2nd Before Advent
Eucharist Christ the King

Also every Friday at 19h00 – Pentecostal Service (in French)

FATHER'S NOTES...
October is still in the liturgical season of Sundays after Trinity which is
also referred to as Ordinary Time. To make some Sundays a little more
interesting than ordinary we can celebrate the feast days of saints and
at St Michael’s this month we will be commemorating Saint Luke, Saint
Simon and Saint Jude. It must be said that they are but three of a total
of 514 scheduled for October alone! Without doubt, most of them are
lesser known and some are just downright obscure – there is Jeremiah
of Valachia, Dorothy of Montau and Serapion of Antioch; Saints Elfleda,
Ermelinda and Eusebia; Saints Bean, Mellon, Dodo, Acca and Fulk;
Frumentius of Ethiopia, Eadnot, Ethbin, John the Dwarf, Ewald the Dark
and… Ewald the Fair!
Whether they are whispers of legends or verified as real people in
history, such saints are still thought of and mentioned today because of
their witness to the faith or their example of Christian living. The question is, what is the
alternative? Who else in our day can inspire us to keep faith with Christ, to believe in his
salvation, to live according to the Commandments or the Beatitudes? Every day we are
surrounded by people – by neighbours, store assistants, public servants and a veritable surfeit
of celebrities and politicians in the media all vying for our attention and patronage; but can any
one of them be said to be an encouragement to persevere in faith and live by grace?
We frequently need to be reminded of people who, in their own times, remained devoted to
Christ; who made personal and sometimes supreme sacrifices to follow the teachings of Christ
in the Gospels. When we celebrate the Saints we are also reminded that He is not the God of
the dead but of the living, for to Him all are alive (Luke 20: 38) and for as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ all shall be made alive (1 Corinthians 15:22). This is the reason we have the hope
of seeing loved–ones again and of being re-united with them in the eternal life of the
resurrection that Christ promised to all who would follow him.
Fr Anthony Ingham

‘THE VIEW FROM THE PRESBYTERE...
I used to have a terribly morbid fear of death or, more precisely, the
process of dying. But ten years ago I had what some would call 'a
near death experience', and it was this experience that started to cure
me of my fear. And yet, like most people I'm not good at talking about
dying and death but then, after all, life is so precious why should I be
any good at it. We often use euphemisms such as 'passed away' or
'passed over' in an attempt at softening the blow. But the reality is, it
is a blow to those left behind. I have just read a most beautiful, most
amazing book that has completely changed my outlook on dying and
death; the author convincing me that her view that the preciousness
of life is perhaps best appreciated when we live with the end in mind,
is completely right and for us as Christians that's our complete faith
that when our bodies die it is not the end, but the transition into
everlasting life where our bodies are restored at the resurrection. ' With the End in Mind' is
sensitively written by Kathryn Mannix, a palliative care doctor who tells the stories of several
of her patients as they approached the end of their lives. What I found fascinating - and
strangely uplifting - was that each of them had a similar experience in their final months, weeks
or days, but each had a unique way of coping with the experience of dying. But then of course,
each of us is unique and throughout life we cope with whatever trials are presented to us in
our own unique way, so why would we be any different when facing the end of our life?
Two of our dear friends from St Michael's have died, what I would call untimely deaths, in the
past weeks. Sue battled an incredibly brief but courageous battle with cancer, and died within
weeks of first becoming ill, which is completely earth shattering for those left behind. We
remember her and her husband Graeme in our prayers every day. Sue was fairly new to our
congregation and was quietly supportive of our mission. We were looking forward to knowing
her better, but just for now, that is not to be... May she Rest in Peace.
And then there is Jo, whom we all knew, who faced a long, long battle with courage and strength
until eventually the cancer became stronger than the fight. We remember Jo, David and her
boys in our prayers every day. From speaking with Jo a few weeks before she died, when she
knew her death was coming at any moment, she was very clear about how she wished to be
remembered. She was planning her own funeral and her memorial service and even made me
sing hymns to her so she could choose her favourites! Jo was a friend, a colleague, a chaplaincy
councillor and a woman of Faith... May she Rest in Peace.
As they faced the end of their lives, I'm sure like most people Jo and Sue experienced a shift
in perspective that allowed them to focus on just the most important things in their lives at
that moment. Perhaps this is something we should pay more attention to throughout our lives?
Life is a gift, and we should live the best life we can.
Christ is the morning star who, when the night of this world is passed, brings to his saints the
light of life and opens everlasting day. (Venerable Bede 673 -735)
Christmas Auction of Promises

Fiona

This is our last call for the contributions to this biennial exercise to raise muchneeded funds for St Michael’s by offering your skills, access to experiences or
some other benefit for the sake of our church. It need not be grand - a trip to
the airport, some gardening, cook a meal....
Jeremy will be around Beaulieu all of October and will be delighted to add any
new offers to the auction. You may be able to catch him around town or at the
Sunday eucharist – or, as always, you could e-mail him on nordbergjs@aol.com.

Joanna Mary Norman 1960-2018 R.I.P.
We have all been deeply saddened by the passing of Jo Norman
on 14th September. Jo came to live in St Jean Cap Ferrat in March
2014 with her husband David. She became an active and popular
member of the St Michael’s congregation and, from January 2015,
the Editor of St Michael’s Messenger, work that she continued right
to the end. For many years she had fought a very difficult battle
with cancer and her courage, energy, warmth and friendship
during this fight were an inspiration to us all.
Her friends have expressed their gratitude for her friendship and
for the work she did for the church and have been greatly inspired
by the strength of her faith which allowed her to face her death
with such confidence and tremendous hope.
Here are some of the many tributes we have received:
Jo came into our lives about 5 years ago, a new member at St Michaels, offering to help straight away.
She became a council member, took on the Messenger and edited it up till the last edition before she
died. But there was much more to Jo than that, she quickly became valued as a generous and graceful
friend to many of us…
she never complained about her illness, but instead decided by an act of will to be happy and to be a
caring loving friend.
…we are lucky to have known her and she will continue to be an inspiration to many of us. Jo was a
deeply spiritual woman and a wonderfully vibrant, lovely, multi -talented lady. She was someone who
truly radiated joy like the bright, fragrant flowers she loved...
She fought a brave battle and may she rest in peace…
I do very much appreciate all the work she did editing 'The Messenger' and saw online photos she had
uploaded for all of us to enjoy.
Am thinking and praying for her family...
Many things in the South of France will continue to remind us of Jo…
I especially valued the support and advice she gave me… and I will always remember her enjoyment
when we both went to a classical music concert at Villa Kerylos.
She was such a brave person who through everything retained her huge warmth, humour and charm: it
takes a very special person to do that. We have met hardly more than ten times but she had become a
good and much loved friend.
Yesterday we were driving home through France and we had stopped in a beautiful riverside town… We
went for a walk and I picked a wonderfully scented rose... and the rose reminded us of how wonderful
she was and her work in the perfume industry.
…inspiration, role model, special friend, beautiful person with an unshakable faith…
From the first time we knew about Jo’s struggles until the end, she remained that same beautiful Christian
woman, inside and out. What energy, what fun, what courage, and what an example she will always be
to us, especially in times of challenge and adversity.

Many more tributes were paid at a very moving Memorial Service held at St Andrew’s church
in Surbiton on 3rd October. A further service will be held in St Michael’s at a date to be
announced. We shall miss Jo very much and send prayers of hope and peace to David, and to
her sons, Matthew and Sam, along with the many others who still love her so.
Canon Colin Richard Chad Coussmaker - R.I.P.
Fr. Chad was well known to many at St Michael's in recent years so we were sad to hear of his
death on 27th August 2018 at the age of 84. His funeral Requiem was held at St Hugh's Church
in Vence on 1st September.
His third Christian name of Chad, by which he was known, was probably chosen in memory of
St. Chad, Bishop of Lichfield and Missionary (died 672) who is remembered in the Anglican
Lectionary on 2nd March each year.

Educated in England at Worcester College, Oxford followed by training
at Chichester Theological College, he was made Deacon in 1960 and
Ordained Priest in 1961. He served in two parishes in England before
moving into the Diocese in Europe in 1967. The remainder of his fulltime ministry was spent serving in the Diocese until his retirement in
1999 when he was awarded the O.B.E. He served the Chaplaincies in
Istanbul, Sliema, Antwerp and Moscow. He was made a Canon of the
Pro-Cathedral in Brussels in 1981. He served on the Church's General
Synod for several years.
His time in Moscow during the 1990s coincided with all the changes
occurring in Russia and Eastern Europe with the fall of communism at
the time. His wide experience of Christian ministry in Europe was
undoubtedly invaluable to the wider Anglican Church during this period.
A priest firmly in the Anglo-Catholic tradition of the Church of England, Fr. Chad embraced
liturgical and organisational changes as they occurred. However, his affinity with the 1662 Book
of Common Prayer and the Authorised Version of the Bible (St. James' version) never left him.
In retirement he and his wife Jean (a passionate skier), came to live in Tourettes-sur-Loup. He
received Permission to Officiate in the Diocese which allowed him to continue his ministry
especially at Holy Trinity, Nice and St Hugh's, Vence. It was during this time that he came to
undertake duties at St Michael's, especially during the vacancies which occurred in 2010 and
2013.
Our thoughts and prayers are extended to Jean and his wider family at this time. Our
thanksgiving is to Almighty God for his servant Chad and his extensive, faithful ministry over
58 years.
Fr. Philip Robinson
Diamond Wedding
On Sunday September 16th two of our congregation stepped forward during the service and
reaffirmed their wedding vows. Jack & Roberta were surrounded by friends and family as they
publicly declared their love for each other, a love that has endured for 60 years! What a
wonderful occasion and an amazing milestone. I'm sure everyone who is reading this will join
with me in saying 'CONGRATULATIONS JACK & ROBERTA '

Fiona
St Michael’s Messenger
Jo Norman edited the Messenger from January 2015 and
continued right to the end. It was a pleasure to work with her,
though she did all the work and generally all I did was to publish
the end result. Before she passed away we agreed, with Fr Tony,
that I would keep the Messenger going. I am more of a technician
than an editor and I don’t have a fund of material, so I shall have
to rely on Fr Tony and Fiona for their vital contributions and on
all of you, our readers, to let me have your stories, anecdotes,
features and photographs about our church and community - just
Set for work at Messenger HQ!
bear in mind that anything posted here will also be searchable
on Google. I look forward to receiving your contributions on
news@stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org (yes, I wish it was shorter too!).
Jo set a very high standard but I shall do my best to keep you all informed about everything to
do with St Michael’s and our community. And if there are any would-be editors out there –
don’t be shy, this could be your time!
Hugh Mellor

St Michael's Church Meditative Garden
This collage, prepared by David and Barbara, was the very last thing that Jo Norman
prepared for inclusion in the Messenger. I think it is a very fitting note for her to leave us on.

These pictures were taken some time ago and thanks are due to David and Barbara, plus many
other volounteers, for their efforts. If any members of the Church would like to spend time in the
Garden, they are most welcome. The gate is never locked as there is a slip bolt under the lock,
so please use it and the picnic table to enjoy the Garden. Indeed, if anyone would like to help
in the Garden they are most welcome - they should contact David or Barbara to coordinate
activities.
Hugh

Want to get in touch?
Editor Hugh: news@stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Our website: www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Disclaimer: The editor and St Michael's Church do not accept responsibility for the consequences of
any action taken upon the advice, advertisement or information contained in The Messenger

