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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by refreshments

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday

1st Apr

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday

8th Apr
15th Apr
22nd Apr
29th Apr
6th May
13th May
20th May
27th May
31st May

10h00
11.45
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00

Eucharist – Easter Sunday
Danish Lutheran Service
Eucharist – 2nd Easter
Eucharist – 3rd Easter
Eucharist – 4th Easter
Eucharist – SS Philip & James & Baptism
Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation
Eucharist – The Ascension
Eucharist – Pentecost
Eucharist – Holy Trinity
Corpus Christi

FATHER'S NOTES...
On a crowded bus coming back from Nice last summer, Fiona, who
had managed to get a seat, overheard a young American say to
his companion, “Get up and let that old man sit down” – nodding
towards where I was standing! He did offer me his seat but I was
actually content to remain standing. As the brightly painted
buildings of Nice seemed to rush by, my memory took me to a
different city scene – the dilapidated, corrugated sheds of a
shanty-town just outside Rome.
When I was a seminarian I used to help the sari-clad Missionaries
of Charity at one of their soup kitchens and hostels in the city and
each week drive a priest to their motherhouse in the shanty town
so that he could celebrate mass for them. I would enter their small chapel and join
the congregation of about thirty sisters all sat on the floor according to the Indian
custom. I got to know most of the sisters, some of whom were actually from England.
One early morning I entered the chapel as usual and sat down cross-legged next to
an elderly sister whom I didn’t recognise. We greeted with joined hands and a bow
and then she smiled and whispered “You must have a chair.” Ignoring my
reassurance that I was happy to sit on the floor with everyone else, she got up and
went out to fetch a chair. As she did so, I noticed some of the other sisters watching
and giggling. The sister came back with a chair and, not wanting to embarrass her, I
sat on it while she settled back on the floor beside me. After mass I left the chapel
and saw Reverend Mother with this elderly sister again. Reverend Mother politely
introduced us, “Mother Theresa, this is Tony who helps us. Tony this is Mother
Theresa who is visiting us from Calcutta.”

My memory of Mother Theresa isn’t about any of her inspirational speeches to the
nations’ leaders and organisations, nor about her reputation for caring for the poorest
of the poor in the world, nor even about the Church’s recognition of her as a Saint.
My memory is of a smile and an offering of some comfort – she smiled and fetched
me a chair to sit on. That example sums up the spirit and teaching of Saint Theresa
who said, “Let us always meet each other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning
of love… If you cannot feed a hundred people, then feed just one… Each one of them
is Jesus in disguise… Intense love does not measure, it just gives…”
At Saint Michael’s we hope that everyone is greeted with a smile and a welcome and
that everyone is offered a seat and some refreshment. Afterwards, we hope each
person would then go and do the same, offering some love and support for a
neighbour and a stranger, as Saint Theresa would have done - “Hearts to love and
hands to serve!” (St Theresa of Calcutta)
Fr Anthony Ingham

CCC SCENE
This has been a busy time for office holders in the Chaplaincy Church Council who
have prepared for and participated in the pre AGM, AGM and post AGM meetings all
within the space of a few weeks. The Council said goodbye to Nicola, Sarah and Jenny
and welcomed Monica and Sophie as new members.
Nicola has done sterling work over the years as Secretary and also acted as Electoral
Roll Officer. We are going to split these functions so the Secretary’s role becomes
more manageable. David continues as the Churchwarden, Justin remains Synod Rep,
Brian the Treasurer and Jeremy the Lay Vice Chair. Monica takes over from Jenny as
the Safeguarding Officer. Hugh and Jo will continue to service the website and
Messenger. Fiona has volunteered to act as Secretary for the time being.
The Council has set itself to progress some of the repairs needed in the church
beginning with obtaining quotes for plasterwork and painting in the aisles. We are
being careful to ensure that works proceed according to a prioritised schedule and
within budget.
Enquiries will continue with the Diocese to ascertain whether an on-line solution can
be found to make it easier for people to donate to St Michael’s and obtain Gift Aid.
The Churchwarden, as well as overseeing a lengthy investigation with Eau d’Azur over
our water costs, arranged for the Pompiers to conduct a fire and safety inspection at
the Church. Only one small recommendation needs to be carried out and we will have
our certificate and fire equipment updated.
All matters arising from the previous CCC meeting and the recent AGM were also
discussed and recorded in the minutes ready for the next round of the CCC Scene!
Fr Anthony Ingham

‘THE VIEW FROM THE PRESBYTERE...
During the season of Lent, I was fortunate enough to spend a
lot of time in the church - both among the congregation and
alone. When I was there alone and, as much as I'd like to have
been sat in quiet contemplation, usually I was cleaning, tidying
or preparing, but it gave me the opportunity to observe and
reflect in the silence of the space on the beauty of our church
and just how blessed we are to have St Michael's.
Since the first faithful congregation raised the funds to build the
church, St Michael's has relied upon the generosity of those
using the church to sustain, maintain and improve the building
as well as maintaining the chaplaincy. Over the past year or
so, St Michael's has been the recipient of generous benefaction.
A former visitor to the church left a percentage of her estate to St Michael's; some
members of the congregation provided items in memory of their departed loved ones;
others funded some of the specific projects we have on our 'to do' list. Rather like
those who funded the building of the church, and those who provided the beautiful
internal fixtures, all these people have looked beyond where they are and thought to
themselves, 'How can I maintain the ministry of the Church of St Michael's for the
next generation? And for this we must be very grateful indeed.
Although we don't have the huge numbers at our services that the church had in its
early days, St Michael's continues to thrive and grow. Whilst we must live in the
present, we must also make provision for the future and ask ourselves, "Do we want
future generations to be moulded and shaped by the Christian Faith that is so central
to our own lives?"
Baird, Samuelson, Livsey et al who paid for the building of St Michael's, the generous
members of the congregation over the decades who provided all the rich furnishings
that adorn the church, right up to our present day folk who paid for the flag stones in
the garden, the kitchen, new hymn books, chairs, the new porch and so much more,
made every one of us who worships at St Michael's, whether we are here every week
or just twice a year, beneficiaries of their enormous generosity. They looked beyond
where they were and put the church front and centre.
We are also the beneficiaries of over 100 years of constant prayer and Christian
devotion in St Michael's, the essence of which is present in every nook and cranny of
our building, and the doors of which are open to all as it tries to be a place where the
weary find rest, where the bereaved and distressed find comfort, where the lonely
find friendship and where the joys in life are celebrated.
During the season of Lent we considered our faith closely, and now as we enter the
Easter season we give thanks and praise for the many blessings that we receive from
God. I would ask everyone to look at the responsibility we, as members of St
Michael's congregation, have inherited, and to add our prayers to the decades of
prayers that have gone before, that in 100 years time people will still be able to cross
the threshold of our church and continue to experience the same holy and prayerful
space that, thanks to our ancestors and present day benefactors, we are blessed to
enjoy today.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A WEEK MAKES...
The first time I walked into St Michael's, when we came for our official visit before we
took up the post, I remember being struck by its atmosphere and holiness and of
course the beauty of the building. I've not stopped photographing it since!
I took these particular photographs, on Sunday February 25th 2018, for the
archives...

Fiona and Tom
outside the
'before' porch

As we left the church on that Sunday, we knew that was the last time we would see
the dark, and damaged porch....
A couple of years ago Barry Coffey told us about an idea
he had that would completely change the entrance to
the church - the replacement of the old porch with a
new glass structure. Two years later, Fr Tony prepared
and submitted an application to the diocese for a
Faculty (the official permission required to make
changes in a church), which was granted.

When a couple in our congregation very generously offered to fund the project, Barry
put his design to the Chaplaincy Church Council.
It was received with great
enthusiasm! Barry liaised closely and regularly with the company employed to
manufacture the porch to ensure that every detail was absolutely as he'd envisioned.
When everything was as it should be, the builders arrived to install the structure and,
with Fr Tony in attendance, just three days later the transformation was complete.
The following Sunday, March 4th I took these photos ...

Everyone who attended the service that day was amazed at the difference to the
entrance.
The church looked lighter, brighter and, from outside, much more
welcoming.
The new porch is another great improvement to St Michael's, both aesthetically and
practically. Just like those founding members of our church who paid for the building,
and all those since who have funded improvements and enhancements, we are
extremely grateful to the very generous couple who paid for the magnificent glass
entrance porch.
If you haven't seen it yet, you're in for a real treat!
Fiona

Want to get in touch?
Editor Jo: news@stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Our website: www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Disclaimer: The editor and St Michael's Church do not accept responsibility for the consequences of
any action taken upon the advice, advertisement or information contained in The Messenger

