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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by refreshments

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday
Sunday

3rd Dec
10th Dec

Sunday
Thursday
Sunday

17th Dec
21st Dec
24th Dec

Monday
Thursday

25th Dec
28th Dec

10h00
10h00
11h45
10h00
18h30
9h30
11h00
18h30
10h00
10h00

Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

31 Dec
7th Jan
9th Jan
14th Jan
21st Jan
28th Jan

10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00

Eucharist Advent Sunday
Eucharist Advent 2
Danish Lutheran Service
Eucharist Advent 3
Ecumenical Advent Carol Service
Said Eucharist Christmas Eve
Danish Lutheran Christmas Service
Eucharist First Service of Christmas
Eucharist Christmas Day
Eucharist The Holy Innocents
Remembering all victims of genocide and
terror
Eucharist Christmas 1
Eucharist Epiphany
CCC Meeting
Eucharist Baptism of Christ
Eucharist Epiphany 3
Eucharist Epiphany 4

FATHER'S NOTES...
Bah! Humbug! That was how Ebenezer Scrooge expressed his
contempt for Christmas. He despised the feeble attempts of his
poverty-stricken neighbours to find any modicum of merriment in
life. How could there be a season of good-will in the grimy slums
of Victorian London? He saw their paltry decorations and simple
gifts, and the meagre rations that counted for festive fare,
knowing full well that none of that would change their sad
situation – Christmas would come and go but their soulless
drudgery would remain. Fortunately, Charles Dickens had an
answer to Scrooge’s despondency – the ghosts of Christmas Past,
Present and To Come.
When people only see Christmas in terms of having a good time
then they will never feel the wonderful change that Christmas
brings. But if we see Christmas as the birth of Jesus our Saviour then good-will, peace
and joy come from knowing our past is forgiven, that God’s Spirit is with us in the
present, and that our eternal life in the kingdom is to come. This past, present and to
come are not the ghosts who visited Scrooge, however, but are literally embodied in
the person of Jesus, the One who is, and who was and who is to come (Revelation 1:
8).

At St Michael’s we will be celebrating the past, present and future that Christmas really
represents. We will recall the historical event of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem; we will be
united by Christ’s presence now among us in the Eucharist; and we will look forward to
a dwelling provided for us by God, a dwelling in the heavens, not made by hands but
to last forever (2 Corinthians 5: 1).
Because we make Christ our past, present and what is to come, our lives can be
changed. Whatever the circumstances, our hearts can be filled with love, our minds
with peace and we can live our lives in joyous hope. We will not be muttering Bah!
Humbug! We will be singing Alleluia! Alleluia!
Fr Tony

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE PRESBYTERE...
As we move through Advent the
preparations for Christmas become
intense. Here at St Michael's we've
been supporting the French Red Cross
Christmas parcel appeal, which is a
huge initiative by them. Those
attending church over the last few
Sundays
have
been
incredibly
generous. We collected over 50 boxes
of chocolates which will go towards the gifts for the one
hundred or so local residents who will struggle this Christmas.
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed.
May I wish everyone a truly holy and blessed Christmas, an increase of Faith and the
greatest gift of all, the peace of Christ in your lives.
Fiona x
RECENT EVENTS:
Friar Alessandro of Assisi gave a Third Concert in Support of the School of
Joy for Handicapped Children
The famous, Franciscan tenor came once again to St Charles Church in Monaco and,
this time, he was with his Franciscan brother, Father Davide who accompanied
Alessandro on the guitar.
This concert was somewhat different from previous times for Friar Alessandro did not
sing from his usual repertoire of popular, sacred classics but chose a deeply spiritual
theme. He sang "The Life of Christ" with great passion in medieval, Italian chant. The
atmosphere in the church matched his emotional performance as the lights in the nave
were dimmed and the altar steps where they played were lit by two large
candles. It was, for all who came a unique and unforgettable experience.

Friar Alessandro also played a medieval instrument, a small organ made from natural
wood which he had constructed himself. Several people from the audience remarked
on the rather ethereal and haunting tones it produced. This talented friar is also an
artisan carpenter and he later showed me a bass guitar he had made. (Yes, he loves
pop music too and has a Franciscan pop group called Laetitia Perpetua!).
Despite the relatively small number of people in the audience the handsome sum of
9,000 euros was collected for the poor children in Bethlehem. The director of the School
of Joy, Fr Mamdouh Abousaada has asked me to thank all the donors and sends them
his blessing from Bethlehem this Christmas.
A big thank you to the lovely group from St Michael's who were present that night
and to those who could not attend but have kindly donated.
On a personal note, I would especially like to thank Father Tony and Fiona for their help
on the night and their strong support of this most worthy cause.
Friar Alessandro's CD's are available on Amazon UK and would make a good Christmas
gift especially his second album, "Voice of Joy" or "O Santa Notte".
Finally, if any of the readers would like to know more about the School of Joy, do
contact me on josephine.attar@gmail.com
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas!
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THE BISHOP'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2017
The message of Christmas is so much bigger and better than the trappings of
Christmastime! As I write these words, the temperature is about 23 degrees. The
red hot poker and bird of paradise are in flower and large bunches of bananas
are hanging from the trees. I am visiting the island of Madeira - a thousand miles
away from the land of Charles Dickens' ‘A Christmas Carol’ and the German
Christmas markets which have so conditioned the contemporary northern
European Christmastime. So the absence of some familiar trappings (like cold
weather!) turns me back to the gospel and to the great mystery of the incarnation
recounted by St. John.
‘In the beginning’, says St. John, ‘was the Word. And the Word was with God and
the Word was God.’ The good news, with which John’s gospel starts, is that we
human beings are not first in the world nor alone in the world. The Word is first
and has come to us. He is before us and with us. So, John’s prologue lifts us
above history, into a mystery: the glorious world of God’s eternity, glory and
saving purposes. John talks about the nature of God. He explains who Jesus is.
And he announces who we can become through believing in him.
In John’s Prologue, the most important affirmation about God is the last one: that
God is Father. God is in a unique way the Father of Jesus Christ, and he seeks a
warm, intimate relationship with all who will receive, believe and abide in him.
Jesus is sent from God bringing light and life. He is like one torch lit from another.
But the light is in continual tension with darkness. The darkness doesn’t
understand or comprehend the light. But neither can it overcome the light and
put it out. There is a blindness in the world which means that people don’t know
the light when it comes. So when Jesus comes to his own people they receive
him not.
Yet to those who do believe, Jesus gives the power to become children of God,
children of the same heavenly father. It has been called a ‘leap of faith’. But that
makes belief in Jesus sound weird or irrational. We might better talk about a ‘leap
of imagination’. It is about daring to imagine the colours in which our lives could
be painted. It is about extending our minds to comprehend a person who
embodies goodness and truth and grace.
To put it another way, believing in Jesus is a matter of growing in relationship
with the truth. We have dismally learnt to think of ourselves as ‘post-truth’ – a
society where truth is simply lost in emotion and clamour and nothing can be
believed. Instead, the Christmas gospel invites us to a relationship with the God
who is truth where we can find enduring stability and peace.

The final verse of John’s prologue is the climax towards which the passage is
building. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.”
This is the astonishing affirmation that the God who is eternal spirit becomes man
in a particular time and a particular place in human history. God becomes flesh –
this stuff which is mortal, so fragile, so easily damaged.
Amongst all the Christmas gifts, this is the supreme gift – God’s greatest ever
gift to the world. It is the gift of a person full of grace – of loveliness, goodness,
graciousness – in contrast to the ungraciousness and ugliness into which he is
born. And it is a gift, a person, full of truth – reality, integrity, trustworthiness.
In fragile flesh he comes and dwells, or literally ‘pitches his tent’, amongst us.
And what a resonant image that is in our current circumstances. God who is
outside space and time comes into human reality to transform it from within.
The incarnation is an event which human beings have from time to time realized
is of world changing significance. Which is why people were right to reset our
Western calendar at zero to mark this birthday. And in our own day and in our
Anglican diocese in Europe I meet individual Christians and churches who are
inspired by their own encounter with Jesus to do things which make a difference.
Building bridges between people of different countries, creating community,
reaching out to strangers, helping – those fleeing as refugees to find a new home.
We each of us have a tendency, sometimes called ‘sin’ to turn in on ourselves.
Perversely, we often prefer darkness to light and perhaps in this past year the
sense of darkness has seemed stronger. But as we prepare for Christmas we
recollect again that the light comes into the world in the person of Jesus, that the
darkness has not overcome it, and that the inspiration Jesus has provided to his
followers continues to ensure that the light shines brightly.
Wherever you live in our vast European diocese, I wish each of you and your
families a very happy Christmas. And I hope that during 2018, whatever the year
ahead brings, God will irradiate your lives with his presence and peace.
+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
The Bishop in Europe:
The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes

Wishing you all a happy, peaceful Christmas and
a healthy New Year!
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