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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by refreshments

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday
Sunday

5th Nov
12th Nov

10h00
10h00
11h45
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
11h45
10h00
18h30

Tuesday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

14th Nov
19th Nov
26th Nov
3rd Dec
10th Dec

Sunday
Thursday

17th Dec
21st Dec

Sunday

24th Dec

9h30
11h00
18h30

Monday
Thursday

25th Dec
28th Dec

10h00
10h00

Eucharist – All Saints
Eucharist – Remembrance
Danish Lutheran Service
CCC Meeting
Eucharist – 2 before Advent
Eucharist – Christ the King
Eucharist – Advent Sunday
Eucharist – Advent 2
Danish Lutheran Service
Eucharist – Advent 3
Ecumenical Advent Service
Carols and Readings
Said Eucharist – Advent 4
Danish Lutheran Christmas
First Service of Christmas
Eucharist, Blessing of Crib and Carols
Christmas Day Eucharist
Eucharist – The Holy Innocents
Remembering all victims of genocide and terror

FATHER'S NOTES...
Be ready…!
In a few weeks’ time there will be a noticeable change at St
Michael’s. You will see purple drapes and vestments and the
special candles of the Advent wreath will be lit each Sunday.
We will not be having the Gloria and generally there will be
less singing during the services. This is the traditional way
the Church, since at least the sixth century, has observed a
special time of preparation for Christmas.
Advent may well have its origin in France and there are
documents from the Councils of Tours and Macon that
indicate it was like Lent – in fact called the Lent of Saint
Martin – characterised by fasting – known as the Nativity
Fast. By the Middle Ages, however, the fasting element had
mostly gone but the season still retained a penitential
aspect. This is because Advent is more accurately a
preparation for the coming of Christ rather than for the
festival of Christmas.

The question you could ask is how can we prepare for something that has already
happened? Our celebration of Christmas recalls the historical arrival of Christ, the
Anointed One or Messiah, into our human life and world. But Advent looks forward to
his promised return as we say in the Eucharist - Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ
will come again.
This second coming is often referred to as being eschatological or marking the end of
the world as we know it. It also refers to Christ’s judgement of each individual to
determine whether or not we will be granted entry into his eternal kingdom. That is
what we are getting ready for in Advent - the moment St Paul wrote about, For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad (2
Corinthians 5:10).
Advent at St Michael’s will help us to be ready for that moment. Each Sunday we will
sing O come, O come, Emmanuel and for it to have any meaning we must be looking
not to an historical event but to our own personal meeting with the Lord. We will
remember the words of the prophets and especially St John the Baptist and, whether
fasting or not, we will try to Repent, for the kingdom of God is near. In our public
services and private devotions during Advent we will recall those passages from the
Scriptures, For you are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night (1 Thessalonians 5:2) and Remember, then… repent. You will not know the hour
when I will come upon you (Revelation 3:3). And there are the words of Jesus himself,
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day on which your Lord will
come (Matthew 24: 42).
Therefore, let us pray, let us be charitable, let us be ready…!
Fr Tony

CHRISTMAS APPEAL...
Yes, that time of year is fast approaching and we've been
asked by the French Red Cross if we can help with their
Christmas parcels. Each month, local French Red Cross
volunteers hand out parcels of essentials to folk in our
area, on our doorsteps, who are living in very reduced
circumstances. In December they would like to give
bumper parcels and have asked if our congregation would
like to donate something a bit special. What we are
asking for is boxes of chocolates, and we'd like to aim for
fifty, which actually is very doable if we all buy at least
one box. To be able to do this small thing for our own
neighbours would be fantastic.
So please,
remember
something
Thank you

if you know you're going to be in church over the next few weeks please
those in our community who are less fortunate than us, by popping
extra in your weekly shopping basket and bringing it along to the church.
in advance...

Fiona

A SPLENDID CELEBRATION!
Our Patronal Feast was celebrated this year on
Sunday October 1st. The church was packed and
there was an atmosphere of great joy. The gold
vestments were worn and Father Tony invited
Father Philip to concelebrate, he also invited our
Roman Catholic friend, Pere Patrick, from the
local parish of Our Lady of Hope, to join in the
celebration. During the service Father Tony and
Father Philip said prayers of dedication around
the various parts of the church. The singing
raised the roof and the church was filled with
thanksgiving for the past and hope for the future.
After the service champagne and canapés were
served on the veranda while a few of us got ready to serve the celebration lunch.
Thirty four people joined us in the garden for lunch from as far afield as the USA and
New Zealand! The meal was a huge success - thank you Nicola for the delicious chicken
dish (recipe to follow, as promised!).

This
lunch was not only a celebration, but also a fundraiser and I'm happy to report that we
were successful on both counts! Thank you to everyone who had a part in making the
day happen and to those who helped tidy up afterwards. We have so much to be
grateful for...

Fiona

CLEANING PARTY
We, as a congregation owe a huge THANK YOU to the
fifteen people who turned up for the autumn church
cleaning day. It was lovely to see the folk who always
help and especially good to see some new faces. The
church really did get a thorough clean, even the windows
- inside and out - were cleaned this time! And all those
who attended the service yesterday really could see the
difference...
Fiona

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Christmas service dates are given at the beginning of this month's Messenger to help
you arrange your travel and attached is the flyer for the ecumenical carol service to be
held on Thursday 21st December at 18h30.

We hope to see as many of you as possible.

Want to get in touch?
Editor Jo: news@stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Our website: www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Disclaimer: The editor and St Michael's Church do not accept responsibility for the consequences of
any action taken upon the advice, advertisement or information contained in The Messenger

Let’s prepare for Christmas together
The Catholic Parish of Notre Dame de L’Espèrance
and St Michael’s Anglican Church
with the Danish Lutheran Church

Readings and Carols

(followed by mulled wine and mince pies)

at St Michael’s Church, 11 Chemin des Myrtes,
Beaulieu sur Mer

Thursday 21st December 2016
at 18h30

