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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by
refreshments
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

2nd July
9th July
16thJuly
23rd July
30th July

10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00
10h00

Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

–
–
–
–
–

SS Peter and Paul
Trinity 4
Trinity 5
St Mary Magdalene
Trinity 7

FATHER'S NOTES...
‘… to whom shall we go?’
With recent disasters befalling so many people, involving terrible
suffering for relatives and survivors, it is understandable that faith
will be tested. It is not uncommon at the moment for people to
express their anxiety and fear for the future, particularly for their
children’s generation; and anger at atrocities and injustice can
quickly turn to anger not only towards those responsible but also
towards a God who seems to have abandoned us.
Any browse through the psalms will make you realise that this is
not new. What is new is that we are more globally aware of
situations and are more exposed to the inadequacies of
governments, the greed for wealth, the waste of resources and the evils of
extremism. The role of faith, therefore, becomes crucial becaus e in one sense we are
forced to turn to God because who else can we trust or depend upon?
The trouble with faith is that we can place too many irrelevant expectations on it.
There are those whose faith – and subsequent religious practice – is determined by a
whole range of expectations but when such expectations are not met then they have
an excuse to ‘lose’ their faith. We probably all know someone who has fallen out with
the church simply because of the attitude of the priest, or a comment from a
parishioner, or a change to services! Some might say they had little faith if that’s all it
took for them to stop going to church, but perhaps they had made their faith too big
by making it dependent on lots of other things.
The opposite is based on something Jesus said, For truly I tell you, if you have faith
the size of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. … (Matthew 17:20). Jesus speaks
of small faith because it only needs to be faith in God and God alone – anything more
would be of our own making and from our own expectations. When Saint Paul realised
this he wrote that absolutely nothing could separate us from the love of God.

The early Christians in the time of Saint Paul were fearful for themselves, their
families and their neighbours; they were threatened with violence and their future
was uncertain. Today, universal justice, total peace and complete security are elusive
and we find ourselves in a similar situation of suffering and struggle. We need only
have small faith as long as it is this:
Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us
if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in
danger, or threatened with death? As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed
every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” No, despite all these things,
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in
the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans
8:35-39).
Fr Tony
‘THE VIEW FROM THE PRESBYTERE...
Last month my brother-in-law did a radio interview for his local
council in which he talked about the merits of volunteering.
We're both great fans of offering our skills and talents to help
out, and many organisations and charities would really struggle
but for their armies of volunteers and St Michael's is no
exception; there are a number of people who beaver away
quietly behind the scenes to help us. It's not all give though,
one of the things my brother-in-law talked about was the
personal benefits and advantages of volunteering. There are
all sorts of things we can volunteer to do, and I for one get
enormous enjoyment out of my Friday stint at the Little Sisters
of the Poor.
Well this month, I'm looking for some new volunteers to help at the church. There
are a few jobs that need to be done each Sunday, they're very simple, but they mean
that the service runs smoothly and that refreshments are served afterwards. People
generally write their names on the rota at the back of church, but if you're an
occasional visitor or even a regular visitor to St Michael's but don't live here, you
can't really do that. I would like to invite you to drop an email and let us know when
you'll be here and what you'd like to do to help. If it's a reading, I'll happily send the
reading electronically; if it's to do refreshments, all the kit is provided, so you simply
turn up - a bit early in order set up, and I'm always on hand to help; if it's to do
sidesman duties I'll send the instructions through to you. Our new Ch urch Warden is
very keen to fill the rota well in advance, and to be honest it would be a great help to
know the duties are covered. Please don't be shy, the duties are easy but we need
your help - and mainly of course thanks to those of you who already give advance
notice that you're coming and volunteer, as well as to those who regularly volunteer
anyway.
Have a fabulous summer,

Fiona

CCC SCENE
The Chaplaincy Church Council of St Michael’s met in June to clarify some of the
issues that had been raised at the AGM and by some members of the congregation.
CCC members who could not attend were sent briefing papers and they had the
opportunity of adding their comments in advance via e-mail. The following are just
some of the outcomes:
 Red wine may now be offered with Sunday refreshments, though no alcohol will
be served during Lent in order to mark the season of fasting.
 The CCC hopes to keep a balance of fund raising and fellowship activities, at the
moment this means two fund raising lunches are offered (June and September)
and two non- paying events (Pancakes Sunday and Carol Service) This does not
mean other events cannot be added of either type.
 The new Warden is working hard to create a schedule of works for the church
and the project for a glass porch is ongoing.
 Safeguarding training was reported on and the Chaplaincy is fully compliant
with Diocesan Policy prior to inspections which will be taking place across the
Diocese.
 The best way to help people who ask for charity at St Michael’s is to refer them
to the chaplain and, if appropriate, to signpost them to the local Red Cross.
 Liturgical music will continue to be provided for regular worship using the
current computerised system.
These are just a few items which nevertheless keep St Michael ’s running smoothly
and show the council’s support to our church volunteers.
Fr Tony
Chair, St Michael’s CCC

WHO'S WHO?
We are delighted to welcome Hugh Mellor back to the St Michael's CCC. Hugh has
been a previous member of the CCC and therefore brings a huge amount of
experience with him. Thanks to all the work Hugh has given behind the scenes on
developing and updating our website, we have a beautiful and robust website:
http://www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org/
He has also helped me (the Editor) tremendously with The Messenger as he always
proofs/sorts IT issues/generously offers sub-editing advice - for which I am very
grateful.
Hugh will continue to do this as well as dedicate time to other council matters 'Thank you' Hugh!

Hugh Mellor
I was born and brought up in Yorkshire and then
qualified as a Chartered Accountant in London with
Coopers & Lybrand. Since then I have lived in various
places around the UK as well as Paris and have
worked in a dozen industries ranging from logistics to
software, soft drinks manufacture and Go Kart
manufacture in roles from Finance Director to
Corporate Treasurer, Chief Executive, Chairman and
Non-Executive Director. Now, happily retired, I keep
as far away from finances and financial management
as I am able.
My wife, Anne, is German and when she was 21 she emigrated to Australia. She
returned to Germany 10 years later but only for a couple of years, she has now lived
in the UK for 44 years and has dual citizenship. W hen I met her in the UK in the
1980s she was running the Go Kart business (see above) single-handed.
Anne and I have an apartment in Beaulieu and have attended St Michaels since 2003.
We were introduced here by Stuart Barham, the then organist, received a very warm
welcome and have never wanted to leave. We believe St Michael’s fulfils a very
important role here at the heart of our community.
In our early years in Beaulieu I worked with the then Chaplain on fund-raising and
served for a while on the CCC. Since 2004 I have also worked with successive editors
(Stuart, Suzanna, Laura and now, Jo) to help publish St Michael’s Messenger. I have
to say though that Jo has managed very well on her own when I have been away
travelling and with little or no web access.
Since about 2005 I have been webmaster for the St Michael’s website which I took
over from its originator, Mark Dezzani, the well-known DJ, broadcaster and, recently,
candidate in the elections for Prince of Seborga! I am supremely unqualified for this
role but thankful that I now have help from Sarah and also from Fiona, they are
bringing some welcome new input to the site.
Back in the UK we live in a development in Letchworth, Hertfordshire where I am
Chair of our Residents Company which keeps me busier than it probably should.
We enjoy travelling and are both Francophiles. My past obsessions have included
motorsport (racing motorcycles and cars for 24 seasons in all) but I’m happy to say I
am fully cured now. I still tour on motorcycles though, 53 years in the saddle and
counting.
Now I am happy to be back again on the CCC and hoping to help our community
further in any way I can. I am especially looking forward to working on the Council
with Father Anthony and with friends and colleagues both old and new.
Hugh

Fundraising Lunch on 4th June
The lunch was a huge success, lots of work
but totally worth it. We raised nearly
500euros for church funds.

Help from this little poppet on the Saturday ... a tremendous 'thank you' to all
cook, present, collect and clear up
A lovely crowd ... with
some new faces

As well as the usual
suspects ...

Colours of summer... mmm, delicious

who helped

.
Recent Weddings
Fr Tony has officiated at some beautiful weddings at St Michael's this summer, we
wish the couples joy and happiness in their future married life together:

The wedding of Antonia and Mark

The wedding of Shaila and Erik, a Christian and Hindu fusion

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!

Want to get in touch?
Editor Jo: news@st michaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Our website: www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Disclaimer: The editor and St Michael's Church do not accept responsibility for the consequences of any action
taken upon the advice, advertisement or information contained in The Messenger

