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The Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.00 am followed by refreshments
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Wednesday
Friday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday
Friday

1st March
3rd March
5th March
10th March
12th March
15th March
17th March
19th March
24th March
26th March
31st March

10h00
12h00
10h00
12h00
10h00
10h00
12h00
10h00
12h00
10h00
12h00

Eucharist and Ashes
Lenten Service
1st Sunday of Lent
Lenten Service
2nd Sunday of Lent
CCC Meeting
Lenten Service
3rd Sunday of Lent
Lenten Service
Mothering Sunday
Lenten Service

FATHER'S NOTES...
As we enter the month of March there is much in the world news that
could make us think about the sixteenth century expression ‘mad as a
March hare’. The unusual leaping and frantic ‘boxing’ of hares at the
start of their mating season, or the insanity of Lewis Carroll’s March
Hare living in a perpetual tea-party with the equally Mad Hatter, are
but very mild depictions of a much more sinister and threatening
madness we see in the world.
Anxiety and fears over the global situation, especially in matters of
politics and economics and their impact on individuals and societies,
become justified when we find leaders who seem to be lacking in
integrity and compassion and whose visions are blinkered and
ambitions only self-serving. But it has always been the case and is a
sad reflection on our human history that we choose to behave in such
a way.
But even in the midst of madness such as racism and terror, abuse and violence, crime and
greed, you will still find essentially good and decent people who are making decisions and
taking actions that are motivated by love and respect for others. And there are many other
people who live their lives according just laws, professional ethics or the high moral standards
of their religions or philosophies.
For Christians to have any hope either for the present or the future we turn to our faith. We
remember the words of the prophet Isaiah: Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously
look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you. Surely I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41: 10); and also the words of Jesus: Teach
them to do all the things I have told you. And I am with you always, even to the end of the
world. (Matthew 28: 20)
In other words, we do not rely upon any inherent human goodness but upon the grace of
God; changing us by his Spirit so that we may not only survive in this life but gain everlasting
life.

During our special Friday services at St Michael’s for the season of Lent we will be reading
and reflecting upon the Scriptures, especially the Gospels, and praying not just for help to get
us through what we see as bad times but for the faith and courage to actually witness to a
better way of life in the world. We will try to demonstrate that, although there may be a
madness in some people’s ways, we have chosen to follow the Way to truth, life and peace.
Fr Tony
‘THE VIEW FROM THE PRESBYTERE...
Today was our fellowship lunch here at the church, and we welcomed
friends old and new, in what was a truly lovely way to end the season of
Epiphany, before we begin the more austere season of lent.
The
atmosphere of sharing, support and friendship was very apparent today and
Tony and I would like to thank all those who pulled together to make it such
a successful and enjoyable gathering.
These things don't just happen, as you know, so well done to everyone
would contributed in any way. We know that there are some people who
would have liked to have been present, but who could not be with us due to illness, and we
remembered them in our grace.
This was not a fundraising event, but because of the generous donations of those present, we
have enhanced the church's funds, so thank you.
Attached are just a couple of photos from the day.
Fiona

FOOD DONATIONS
Today also saw the launch of our Lent appeal in support
of the French Red Cross.
Between now and Easter
Sunday we will be asking people to bring donations of
tinned and packet foodstuff, which will then be taken to
Villefranche to the Red Cross distribution centre. You
may be surprised to know that many people here in
Beaulieu rely on food parcels, so please be as generous as
you possibly can. Thank you...
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The School of Joy - These are the children in
the handicapped school near Bethlehem
who we hold the concert for
The oldest icon

The altar at Magdala - The boat is the
altar and the backdrop is the Sea of
Galilee. It is misty but you can just make
out the hills of Jordan opposite. It is the
Golan heights where the fighting goes
on fast and furious

Sunrise at Galilee

Gethsamane

Want to get in touch?
Editor Jo: news@stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Our website: www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org
Disclaimer: The editor and St Michael's Church do not accept responsibility for the consequences of
any action taken upon the advice, advertisement or information contained in The Messenger

