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An e-bulletin of news, information and notes for clergy and lay leaders sharing in the ministry within the Diocese.

Welcome to a bumper Summer edition of our occasional newsletter from the Communications
Committee, keeping Clergy, Readers and Lay Leaders, Churchwardens, Secretaries and
Treasurers updated about news and developments in our diocese. It includes some items which
may have appeared on our website news pages as well as matters of more domestic interest to
our churches and chaplaincies.
This e-newsletter can be read on screen and need not be printed out. Any material may be copied
and included in church newsletters or magazines. Feel free to forward it to anyone in your
congregation who would benefit from it.
If you have information about courses, events or useful links for materials which could usefully be
shared please contact paul.needle@churchofengland.org so we can include it in our next edition.
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EU REFERENDUM
In the wake of the result of the UK’s referendum on membership of the European Union and
its result the Diocese in Europe has been busy, examining the possible implications of withdrawing
from the EU and its effect on churches and their members.
At a national level the General Synod’s already packed agenda for the weekend beginning
Friday 8 July was amended to include an emergency debate on a, so called, “Brexit”.
Members of the Bishop’s senior staff met in Brussels to consider a response and look
ahead to the process of withdrawal. A most important result has been the sending of a pastoral
letter from our two bishops.The bishops urge understanding for people who are troubled by the
plans. It also acknowledges public expressions of intolerance and racism saying “This is a
worrying feature of contemporary Europe more generally. So we emphasise that our churches are
open and inclusive places where all are welcome.” You can read it in full here Pastoral Letter
One most heartening development has been an approach by Rev Keith Maudsley, Rector
of St. Mary's, Lymm, in the Chester Diocese where parishioners have been wondering at local
church level whether one appropriate response to the EU referendum might be to investigate the
possibility of an informal 'link' with an Anglican chaplaincy/community within the EU, and whether
the Diocese in Europe might be able to facilitate such a link. He adds; “It might represent one
small act of solidarity in the face of the 'exile' we now all face.”
If any churches in the diocese are interested in this positive response and might perhaps
offer a link please contact paul.needle@churchofengland.org. If it attracts wider interest we can
attempt to put more people in UK dioceses in touch with fellow Christians in Europe.

In the days immediately following the referendum result, on Saturday 25 June Bishop Robert
spoke to Premier Christian radio – you can see a report of his interview here
http://www.premier.org.uk/News/World/Many-expat-Brits-worried-by-Brexit-Bishop-of-Europewarns
On Sunday 26 June Canon Jack McDonald was a guest on a series of interviews with 16 BBC
local radio stations across England. You can hear part of his conversation with BBC Radio Tees
(an area where the “leave” vote was one of the highest in Britain.
BBC Radio Tees
The SEPTEMBER edition of The European Anglican will include an in-depth look at reaction to,
and the effects of, the referendum outcome.

SAFEGUARDING NOTES – TRAINING THE TRAINERS

In his blog, Bishop Robert writes;
Valuing the Little People
Jesus operated in a culture where children were routinely valued less than adults. The Book of
Leviticus chapter 27 sets out exactly how much less. But Jesus’s teaching about children radically
inverted society’s expectations. He says “whoever welcomes the children welcomes me”. And
when the disciples don’t understand says: “Do not stop these children coming to me, because it is
to children like these that the kingdom of God belongs. And if you don’t receive the kingdom of
God like a little child you’ll never enter it.”
Jesus also valued those who were low in status, the marginalised and the excluded. A great deal
of his ministry involved healing the sick or demon possessed. He preached good news for the
poor. And throughout the gospels, Jesus is to be found in the company of tax collectors, sinners,
Gentiles and outsiders of all kinds.
Insofar as we imitate Jesus then children and vulnerable adults will be an especial concern for the
church. They are likely to be close to the centre of our mission.

Safeguarding
A big lesson for society in general and the church in particular over recent decades has been that
our care for children and vulnerable adults often wasn’t good enough. Ironically, institutions with a
mission to care provided shelter for those whose purposes towards vulnerable people were
malign. We are now playing catch-up. We have to atone for the mistakes of the past and get our
practices right in the present. We have a limited timeframe available to us to change.
For the Diocese in Europe this is a particular challenge. How do we inculcate new habits, attitudes
and practices across a diocese spread over 40 countries?
Establishing a Training Team
From 4 to 6 July, 23 people from across the diocese gathered to learn to teach. They had a
challenging assignment. Firstly, they needed to get up to a good level of safeguarding education
themselves. Then they had to acquire the confidence they needed to teach others.
Ian Carter confessed that ahead of the ‘Train the Trainers’ event he was nervous. He didn’t know if
it would work. Evaluations submitted by participants indicated that they were equally nervous!
But the trainers, Ian Carter and Susan Verkerk were encouraging and expert. And the training
cohort worked very hard. By the end of the course participants felt overwhelmingly that they had
been given the knowledge and the confidence to present the material themselves in their own
country or archdeaconry themselves.
What happens next?
We have now got to work together to roll out the training in each part of the diocese. Over the next
three years we intend that key members of all chaplaincies have the opportunity to attend this
‘level 2’ training. (‘Level 1’ being the online course that many have already done.)
So, Archdeacons, Area Deans and trainers will be working together to plan a training event
somewhere near you. This is a big exercise! It will need a lot of planning, encouraging and
coaxing. But together we can make it happen.
And Finally…
I want to say a big thank you to those who have volunteered to be trainers. They include church
officers, retired teachers, parents, clergy, clergy spouses. They have given up a lot of their time in
travelling to Cologne. They have submitted to a demanding and intensive course of training. They
have pledged even more of their time in being willing to train others. And they are now stepping
out with a mixture of optimism and trepidation to share what they have learned with others. And
before long, one of them will be starring in a training event near you…

DIOCESAN SYNOD DIGEST 2016

The following short summary of the annual Synod in Cologne in June does not represent formal “minutes” but offers
a snapshot of information about this important gathering. The contents and pictures may be freely used in local
church magazines and publications. The Digest includes many electronic links to other sites and audio downloads.

BISHOP SETS THE TONE FOR A NEW SYNOD
The annual Diocesan Synod in Cologne from Monday 13 to Friday 17 June was, as usual,
bounded with worship, Bible study and prayer as well as the fellowship among delegates which
strengthens the practical business of planning and understanding. A recurring theme this year was
Migration and national identity, which had added relevance as Synod met a week before the EU
Referendum in Britain.
The event began with a Eucharist presided over by Bishop Robert who in the first formal
session spoke in his opening Presidential Address about the Referendum debate.
He further said that the Church of England faced its own challenges with projections
suggesting that by 2030 our attendance figures will have shrunk from 1 million per week to
300,000 making us a minority church. Nationally the Renewal and Reform plans offer financial and
practical help to churches including our own and our own future strategy would feature on our
agenda.
You can hear part of the Bishop's address HERE
A LIVELY LOOK AT OUR DIOCESAN STRATEGY PLAN
In one of the liveliest sessions of Diocesan Synod in Cologne, members were challenged to an
interactive session considering practical ways of taking forward the
diocesan strategy; "Walking together in faith". After an introduction
from Archdeacon Colin Williams, the group was kept busy by
Natalie Jones and Rev Stephen Murray who encouraged verbal
participation to convey the main five focal points;
 Building up the body of Christ
 Sharing in the evangelisation of Europe
 Striving for a just and sustainable world
 Working for reconciliation
 Resourcing ministry
The workgroups were encouraged by a
short Bible passage, a series of video
clips reporting how our strategy is already seen in action, and a
discussion of ideas and experience of projects and ambitions which
worked and the problems or difficulties in getting things moving in
churches.
At the end of the session the flip chart lists of ideas were posted for
Synod delegates to continue sharing ideas. The strategy will be
further developed before being presented at Bishop's Council in
October.
SHARING FAITH AND EXPERIENCE IN HUMAN SEXUALITY CONVERSATIONS

Six people from the Diocese in Europe were invited
to join other members of the Church of England in
Shared Facilitated Conversations in November 2015
to discuss Scripture, Mission and Human Sexuality.
After their experience they wrote to Bishop Robert
giving their impressions that divisions in the Church
of England run deep and that the Shared
Conversations helped them all to see that "doctrine
should always be considered in the context of
peoples' lived experience". The six asked for an
opportunity to reflect on the conversations in a
session of Diocesan Synod in Cologne and on
Wednesday 15 June they each offered a unique

perspective in their reports. You can hear all six contributions, divided into two parts for technical
reasons. Listen to Hyacinth Oesterlin, Grada Schadee and Martin Reakes-Williams HERE
Listen to Jack McDonald, Nigel Rowley and Carolyn Cooke HERE

BIBLE STUDY AND MINISTRY FOCUS IN SYNOD
At the start of the first full day of Diocesan Synod delegates and
visitors were well prepared for a packed agenda of reports and
items to consider, with the first of 3 Bible Studies from Genesis,
where the experience of Abraham offers an insight into hospitality
and our attitude to migrants and immigration (One of the major
themes of this Synod).
Dr Meg Warner explained the background to Middle Easter
hospitality as Abraham would have known it, although in the story
he clearly did not know that he had "entertained angels unawares!"
You can hear an extract from the study HERE
After this stimulating study, there was a presentation
explaining the work of the diocese's Ministry Division, with
members of the Ministry team, under Bishop David's leadership,
explaining trends and changes in pattern of ordained and lay
ministry. Pictured here is of the Ministry team during the
presentation. For a deeper insight into Ministry in the diocese
check out the Ministry Team's PowerPoint presentation to
diocesan Synod MINISTRYTEAM

WELCOME TO A NEW MOTHERS' UNION PRESIDENT AND A CANON

During Evening Prayer in Cologne, on Wednesday 15 June Mrs Tonie Chandler, from the Vendee
in France was Commissioned by the Bishop as Diocesan President of the Mothers' Union. She
made a commitment to serve God in this special capacity, and after she was formally admitted the
congregation affirmed their willingness for their prayers, loyal support and encouragement.
Also, in the service, Rev Andrew White, Secretary General at the Mission to Seafarers was
collated as a Canon and he will be installed in the Cathedral in Gibraltar in the coming weeks.

POWERFUL INSIGHT INTO MIDDLE EASTERN HISTORY AND HERE AND NOW

One of the keynote speakers at the Synod was Dr Harry Hagopian offering an experienced insight
into recent developments in the Middle East / North Africa (MENA) region. Dr Hagopian is a lawyer
with a Doctorate in Public International Law and an LL.M in Alternative Dispute (Conflict)
Resolution. He is also Middle East Advisor for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference in England &
Wales and Associate of the Ekklesia think-tank.
An Armenian from Jerusalem, Harry worked until
2001 as Executive Director of the Middle East Council of
Churches in Jerusalem where he also held the position of
Executive Secretary of the Jerusalem Inter-Church
Committee. During this dual tenure, he was a second-track
negotiator on behalf of the Jerusalem Inter-Church
Committee. He articulated the collective position of the
Churches of Jerusalem over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict particularly relating to Jerusalem during Oslo and
subsequent chapters of political negotiations.
Harry's previous work with the Middle East Council of Churches also encompassed his
setting up of a humanitarian aid programme for the refugees of Iran after the Gillan earthquake in
1990, and then again for the refugees from Iraq after the first Gulf war of 1991. During his tenure
in Jerusalem, Harry was Consultant to the Holy See for the Jubilee 2000 celebrations, working
closely on the pilgrimage of Pope John-Paul II to the Holy Land as well as on the Holy SeePalestinian Fundamental Agreement on the Status of the Holy Sites.
His address to Synod was based on a published article on an Anglican Encounter with the MENA
region in Germany! You can read it here - http://www.epektasis.net/2016/2016article_10.html

ARCHBISHOP CHALLENGES SYNOD ON MIGRATION

In the final formal session of Diocesan Synod Archbishop Joris
Vercammen, of the Old Catholic Church, gave a challenging
address to members on the theme of Migration, which was a major
part of our discussions, prayers, study and worship throughout the
week.
The Archbishop was warmly thanked by Bishop Robert after his
talk, highlighting the very real needs of the Calais Jungle migrant
camp and the work of a Benedictine monk there.
You can here his talk in full HERE

NOTES AND NEWS

The Rt Rev Martin Wharton has accepted an invitation to serve as an honorary
assistant bishop in the diocese. Bishop Martin was until recently Bishop of
Newcastle and was awarded the CBE for his services to the North East of
England. As co-chair of the Porvoo Contact Group he has gained some
understanding and experience of our churches in Scandinavia and the Baltics,
and he is well acquainted with our chaplaincies in Spain and Portugal. He will
be formally commissioned at the annual Friends of the Diocese service at St.
Matthews Westminster in October.

BON VOYAGE TO LUCY AND WELCOME TO GAIL

Lucy Paton has been working at the Bishop’s Brussels office since September 2015, first as
the Administrative Secretary and then since January as his Personal Assistant. He says; “I have
been fortunate to have her energy, enthusiasm and a keen eye for detail to what is a very
demanding role. In a short space of time she has got to know the Diocese well and has served my
Staff Meeting as minute secretary.” Lucy Paton is to join her husband in relocating from Brussels
to Rotterdam in August. We wish her well as she moves on and hope that she will keep in touch
with the Diocese.
Her role is being taken by Gail Wilmet, who comes to the position of Bishop’s PA having
had huge experience over many years of working as PA to, amongst others, the President of the
European Parliament. She has been helping out at the office since June 2015 and so she is ideally
placed to ensure a smooth transition in August. Her first full day in post will be September 1st.

CLERGY ON THE MOVE
WELCOME TO

The Reverend David Allison Bruce, currently Interim Priest for the Episcopal Church in Maine,
USA (Maine) to be Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Church of St Andrew, Gothenburg, Sweden
(Europe) with effect from 29th May 2016.

The Reverend Dale Robert Hanson, currently Interim Vicar of the Anglican Church of St Andrew,
Kowloon, Hong Kong to be Associate Chaplain of the Anglican Church of St Michael, Paris,
France (Europe) with effect from 17 August 2016

The Reverend Canon Dr Leslie Satianathan Nathaniel, currently the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s International Ecumenical Secretary and European Secretary of the Council for
Christian Unity to be Chaplain of the Anglican Church of St Thomas Becket, Hamburg, Germany
(Europe) with effect from 12th September 2016
LEAVING US

The Reverend Stephen Hazlett, currently Chaplain of the Anglican Church of St Mary,
Rotterdam, (Europe) and Chaplain to the Port of Rotterdam (Mission to Seafarers). The
Netherlands, to be Rector of Greyfriars Kirkcudbright and St Mary Gatehouse-of-Fleet (Glasgow
and Galloway, The Scottish Episcopal Church) with effect from 8th September 2016
The Reverend Caroline Sackley, currently Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Church of All Saints,
The Vendée, France (Europe) to resign with effect from 3rd October 2016

The Reverend Frederick Martyn Trethewey, currently Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Church
of Christ Church, Brittany, France (Europe) to resign with effect from 3rd October 2016
The Reverend Pauline Williams, currently Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Church of Costa
Almeria and Costa Calida, Spain (Europe) to resign with effect from 31st August 2016.

ARCHDEACONS ON THE MOVE TOO

With the retirements of Peter Potter (Switzerland) and Ian Naylor (France) – just a
few months after the retirement of Jonathan Boardman (Italy and Malta) we
welcome the newly licensed Adele Kelham as Acting Archdeacon of Switzerland.

EXPANDING OUR ELECTRONIC AND SOCIAL MEDIA

A re-designed and revamped diocesan website is to be launched in the early Autumn. With
funding assistance from the Friends of the Diocese the new site will include new areas and faith
links and is also easier to navigate. It will be linked to a new diocesan database which will be more
comprehensive and should help contact finding and communication.
The existing site already trails a new feature with blogs, personally edited reflections and diaries,
from our bishops. If you have not already discovered these, check them out.
Bishop Robert’s blog https://bishopineurope.wordpress.com/
Bishop David’s blog http://eurobishop.blogspot.co.uk/
The volunteer team of tweeters is working hard to ensure that the daily prayer diary is available
each day with reminders and pointers for prayer. Find us on Twitter @DioceseinEurope and

FOLLOW-UP TO DIOCESAN SURVEY OF MINISTRY TO REFUGEES
INVITATION TO CONSULTATION IN COLOGNE WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER

Ministry to Refugees is the topic of a day conference on ministry to refugees, in the Kardinal
Schulte Hauss near Cologne on Wednesday 12th October (arrival Tuesday 11th evening,
departure Thursday 13th morning). The Conference is a follow-up to the diocesan survey on
ministry to refugees. It is being held in partnership with the Anglican Alliance and with generous
sponsorship from ‘Us’ (formerly USPG).
The main purpose of the Conference is to enable us to share experience amongst
ourselves and with speakers from other Anglican Provinces, courtesy of the Anglican Alliance.
There will also be opportunity to think about possible priorities for using the funding currently being
raised by ‘Us’ to help with short-term humanitarian aid and longer-term integration for refugees.
I do hope you (or an appropriate lay representative) will be able to come to Cologne for this
important consultation. If you were able to invite a local ecumenical partner that you have been
working with to come to the conference with you that would be welcomed.
Thanks to ‘Us’ sponsorship there will be no attendance fee for the conference. I hope that
with plenty of notice you will be able to make economical travel arrangements to get to Cologne,
possibly with funding assistance from your chaplaincy or other local sources.
For further details and an application form please email bishop.europe@churchofengland.org
indicating that it is for the attention of David Fieldsend.

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Bishop Robert hopes to install a piece of artwork in his Brussels Office that would capture the
essence of what mission and ministry in the Diocese in Europe is about. With this in mind, he is
inviting chaplaincies to submit photographs of a feature of their church, their area or country which
relate in an inspiring way to our calling as a Diocese. The hope is to assemble these images into a
piece of artwork to be displayed in the office in Brussels.
We would be delighted to receive your images by email in high resolution, if possible by 30th
October. Please send your images to Caroline Gaumy at admin@europe.anglican.org
We are very much looking forward to receiving your photos and we will keep you posted as to
how the project is going. There may even be prizes for the Bishop’s favourite photo!

LINKS AND HINTS FOR HARVEST SERVICES AND EVENTS

The Church Urban Fund have been asked by the Archbishop of Canterbury to develop a national
network of personal support through local churches to provide help for people struggling with debt
and money problems.
They invite individuals and groups to join the movement of churches working to create a just
finance system by hosting a fundraising event this summer or harvest season. Harvest resources
for church services and youth groups
When you register online, they will send you a pack, which has everything you will need to run a
successful fundraising event, including your very own mustard seeds!
Register here for your Mustard Seed Pack

**********************************************************************************************************

Celebrate Harvest with Self Help Africa
A Shropshire-based charity that helps families in rural Africa to
feed themselves is offering links for the Harvest season.
Self Help Africa is offering a FREE Harvest Resource Pack to
help you plan your Harvest celebration. It includes stories from
Africa, suggested prayers and hymns, children’s activities and
fundraising ideas.
To order your free pack and any extra materials, please call
Joseph Nunn on 01743 277170, email harvest@selfhelpafrica.org
or download resources directly from www.selfhelpafrica.org/uk/harvest-appeal/

AND FINALLY . . . AUTUMN DATES

THE EUROPEAN ANGLICAN
The copy deadline for the December (Winter) edition is 20th October 2016. If you have ideas for
features or items of interest we are always looking for new contributors. Please send ideas,
pictures and copy to paul.needle@churchofengland.org
NEXT EDITION OF DIET – is scheduled for late September
If you have any diary dates, information you would like to share or other material please contact
paul.needle@churchofengland.org

THE FRIENDS OF THE DIOCESE IN EUROPE
INVITATION

The Annual Friends’ Service is Wednesday, 19 October 2016 at 6pm

St Matthew’s Church, 20, Great Peter Street, Westminster. London SW1P 2BU
Celebrant:- The Right Reverend Robert Innes, The Bishop in Europe
Preacher:- Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, MBE
Service followed by Refreshments

Members of the Friends and prospective members are most welcome

Bishop’s Council meets in London on Thursday 20th October and 21st October

