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A  N O T E   F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R  

W elcome to a newly styled St Michael’s Messenger. This 
summer has been a particularly busy one in the life of St 

Michael’s. On July 28th Fr Roger gave his very successful 
Annual Garden Party to which many of you, as well as our 
French neighbours enjoyed drinks and very substantial nibbles 
together in the church garden! Then, later in the summer, we had 
a visit from the Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in Europe 
followed by a visit from a member of the British Royal family; 
HRH Prince Edward and his wife Sophie. You can read all about 
these visits in the following pages 

As you will notice from the credits, the team putting St Michael’s 
Messenger  together has grown. I am very grateful to them all; 
without them it just wouldn’t happen! I must welcome the new 
members of the team. Johnny Clegg, with the help of Kim Smith, 
has successfully taken on the job of ‘Advertising’. A difficult job! 
However, he has managed to persuade more advertisers than 
ever to give their support. I would, at this point, like to thank all 
our advertisers – many of whom have loyally renewed for a 
further year – and many who have joined for the first time this 
issue. We hope that all readers of this magazine  will remember 
them and support and visit them as often as possible, mentioning 
that you saw their advert in these pages.  

Then there is Mike Wain who has taken on the job of ‘In-house’ 
Printer. (Have a word with him if you have any printing to be 
done, personalized or not – cards, notepaper, calenders – 
anything!. He will be only too pleased to help.) It is because of 
Mike doing the printing, greatly reducing the cost, that we are 
now able to have, what I believe to be, an improved magazine! 

I have taken the opportunity this issue to have more colour 
photographs, to try a new type face and to have a harder cover. It 
contains regular articles and more. I would like to encourage your 
constructive comments. Do you like the new look? Is it easy to 
read? Do you like the content? Would you like to contribute in 
any way? Please tell me what you think. 

Happy Reading! 
      S. B. 

 

P.S. 

1. Please, don’t forget to look at our web site: 
 www. stmichaels beaulieu sur mer.org    

2. The answer to last issues Mindboggler ‘Special’ word is 
DECODED. You will find the latest Mindboggler on  p. 21. 
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A P L A I N  

COVER  PHOTOGRAPH: ‘Confirmation Day at St Michael’s’ by Alex Cooper 

See more pictures of Confirmation Day on Pages 12 and 13 

TTTT 
he high point of the life of our community this year 
was without doubt the visit (his first to St Michael’s) 

of the Suffragan Bishop of our Diocese, Dr David Hamid, 
on Sunday 27th August. Bishop David presided and 
preached at our Sunday Eucharist during which he 
confirmed six members of our congregation, ranging in 
age from seven to seventy, and gave them their first Holy 
Communion. It was for all of us an experience both 
deeply corporate and profoundly personal; corporate, 
because it involved us all and challenged us to make or 
renew our own Christian commitment, and personal, 
because the candidates were helped to realize God’s 
love for each one of them. “N. God has called you by name and made you his own,” 
said the Bishop, underlining the significance of this formula by saying a word to all the 
candidates about the particular meaning and symbolism of their own name. 

The occasion was both moving (as so many of our visitors testified) and joyful, and 
the service was followed by a splendid vin d’honneur and luncheon at the Hotel Jean 
Freville. Among our visitors were Canon Chad Coussmaker and his wife Jean. Pastor 
Henrik Christensen of the Danish Church and David Powell and Matthew Burroughs, 
who came over from London to act as bishop’s assistants. We are grateful too for the 
assistance of Christopher Monckton and Simon Tanner in the organ-loft; Stuart 
Barham had a more than usually energetic morning commuting from organ gallery to 
the nave and back again in order to fulfil his dual role as organist and as Ripley’s 
sponsor. 

We shall look back with happy memories to that day, not with nostalgia but with 
thanksgiving and with the determination to encourage new members of our 
community – both young and old – to make the commitment to Christian discipleship 
which is part of the Rite of Confirmation. If as a community we are not growing and 
adding new members, then, sooner or later, we will wither away and die. 

F R O M  S E V E N  T O  S E V E N T Y 
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Weddings and celebrations of marriage have 
become frequent at St Michael’s in recent 
years. 

On 17th June a service followed the civil mar-
riage of Gudrun, the daughter of Petur and 
Runa Ingason, to Andy Palmer. 

Petur and Runa are regular worshippers at St 
Michael’s and the service brought many 
friends and family members to Beaulieu from 
Iceland 

Gudrun wore Icelandic national costume—a 
dress that has been handed down from her 
great great grandmother. 

This was a double celebration as 17th June is 
also Iceland’s national day. 

C O N F I R M A T I O N   

Sunday  27th  August  -   by the Suffragan Bishop, the Rt Rvd Dr David Hamid 

D e b r a  K a t h r y n  G a r v e y  

F e l i c i t y  C l a r e  G a r v e y   

R o b e r t  R i p l e y  H a r r i n g t o n   

S u m n e r  C o l o m b e  H a r r i n g t o n  

J a c k  ( H a n s  G e b h a r d t )  M o o r e   

 M i c h a e l  C h a r l e s  W a i n   

   

W E D D I N G   

Sunday  11th  June M a t t h e w  S t o r e y  &  S i r i n e  S a b a 

S E R V I C E  O F  P R A Y E R  &  D E D I C A T I O N  a f t e r  c i v i l  m a r r  i a g e 

Saturday  23rd  September D a v i d  R i l e y  &  H e l e n  T u r n e r  

Saturday 17th June                                           A n d r e w P a l m e r  &  G u d ru n  P e t u r s d o t t i r  

 

F R O M  T H E  C H U R C H   R E G I S T E R S 
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I N  B R I E F 

U N E X P E C T E D  P U B L I C I T Y   

We have been given a copy of the Spring 2006 issue of  ‘Wedding Flowers’   ( ‘Your 
stylish guide to bridal flowers’ ), containing a full page picture of the wedding ceremony 
in St Michael’s last year of Yvette Hau & Edward Zee. 

F A R E W E L L  &  G O D S P E E D     

We were very sad to say good-bye to Debra & Felicity Garvey so soon after their 
Confirmation Day. They have returned to England to resume family life in Lancashire. 
But it is Au Revoir rather than Adieu; they have promised to come back soon and 
often. 

In January our neighbour, Fr Jan Joustra, Chaplain of St Paul’s, Monte Carlo, will be 
leaving our shores for New Zealand to take up a new appointment as Dean of St 
Peter’s Cathedral, Hamilton. 

Although we hope that  Le Beaulieu   in the boulevard Marinoni will continue to be  
( see advertisment )  ‘the meeting point for the British in Beaulieu’,  it will not be quite 
the same without its patron, Alain Demarche, with his very special sense of humour. 
He has set up business at La Bastide des Manons at Vidauban in the Var, where he 
will be happy to welcome old customers. 

A N  A N G L I C A N  I N  L O U R D E S   

A book ‘Je Suis l’Immaculée’ , published this year, contains the papers delivered at a 
colloquium held in Lourdes last November. One chapter is by Fr Roger; entitled Marie: 
grâce et espérance dans le Christ. It is a commentary on the 2005 text of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International Commission on Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ.  

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S    

Our warmest congratulations go to our friend Olivier–Henri Sambucchi, directeur du 
développement culturel et touristique de la Communaute Nice Côte d’Azur (CONCA). 
He has been appointed (honorary) Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire and has invited Fr Roger to be present at his Investiture at the British Embassy 
in December. He is a great friend, adviser and supporter of the British Community here 
and his influence was crucial in the award by the Conseil général des Alpes-Maritimes 
of a grant towards the restoration of our church in 2003. 

R E S T   E T E R N A L  G R A N T  U N T O  T H E M,  O  L O R D...... 

We offer our prayers – together with our sympathy to their families and friends – for the 
repose of the souls of the following who have died recently:  

Brigitte Sharp , the French wife of Giles Sharp, who worships at St Michael’s when at 
his Cap d’Ail apartment, who died in England on 17th August after a long illness, 
courageously borne. 

Père Fortuné Lorenzoni , the devoted and much loved priest of Villefranche-sur-Mer, 
who died in July at the age of 88. Appointed Curé in 1957, he remained in active 
ministry there until his death, although officially no longer Curé after 1993. Not only will 
he be greatly missed but he will leave the parish of Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance  
(Villefranche, Col de Villefranche, St Jean-Cap Ferrat, Beaulieu and Eze) with only 2 
priests.                        Continued overleaf 

 



 

8 

W A R M E S T  C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  C H E   M E A K I N S 

 

Che Luke Meakins , 
who was confirmed in 
St Michael’s in 2000 
and who worships here 
with his family when in 
France, was awarded a 
2.1 in Theology this 
summer and was 
admitted to the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts of 
the University of 
Cambridge on 1st July 
in the presence of his 
family.  

 

SHARON'S OLIVE OIL 
 
Pure 'Ligurian' Olive Oil - 100% organic  
From the Taggiasca trees at 2,700ft above sea level 
Available at St.Michael’s Church or call Sharon  

06 13 02 64 62   
 

email:     Sharon.kidson@gmail.com  
website:   www.apihoney.olivefarm.com 

André Cane , the historian of Beaulieu-sur-Mer ( where a street is named in his honour ) 
and its neighbouring communes, who died in August at the age of 98. He had a great 
affection for St Michael’s and was present at Fr Roger’s Institution in November 2000. 
He warmly encouraged the first Festival de Beaulieu, established in 2003 in honour of 
the centenaries of St Michael’s and the Sacre-Coeur, and was a member of its Comité 
d’Honneur. Professor Richard Cooper represented St Michael’s at his funeral and Fr 
Roger assisted at the Requiem celebrated for him at the Sacre-Coeur during this year’s 
Festival  

During his 3 years at 
Homerton College he also 
distinguished himself on the 
river both at Cambridge and 
at Henley. Our good wishes 
accompany him as he now 
faces important decisions 
about his future  

IN BRIEF—Continued              
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G O D  S A V E  T H E  Q U E E N   ...................   O F  D E N M A R K  ! 

In July of this year we received a letter from the Queen Margrethe and 
Prince Henrik Charitable Foundation in Copenhagen, informing us that we 
would be receiving a grant of 25,000 Danish Krone for our Church 
Restoration Appeal. We have since received the cheque, the euro 
equivalent of which is 3,347 euros. 

TTTT    he story begins in April 2005 when Fr Roger wrote to HM the Queen of 
Denmark inviting her to become the Royal Patron of our Restoration 
Appeal. The letter mentioned ‘two reasons for daring to hope that’ the 
Queen would ‘give a sympathetic hearing to our request’; 

1. The fact that the Queen’s great-grandfather, the Duke of 
Connaught, had been a regular worshipper in St Michael’s and a 
generous benefactor 

2. The fact that since 1983 the Danish Church on the Côte d’Azur had 
been worshipping once a month in St Michael’s. 

A courteous but disappointing reply from the court informed us that it was 
their ‘firm tradition’ to restrict royal patronage to Danish institutions. 

That, we thought, was the end of the affair. However, in February of this 
year we received a letter from the Queen Margrethe and Prince Henrik 
Foundation, referring to our previous letter, and suggesting that we might 
like to appeal to the Foundation for a grant. The Church Council lost no 
time in drawing up a formal application, which was duly dispatched in 
March. 

We then waited patiently and hopefully and were rewarded in July. We 
have of course written to the Foundation expressing our deep gratitude for 
this generous grant. We are also aware that we have one more reason for 
being grateful to the Duke of Connaught – a posthumous benefactor! 

      R.T.G. 

 



 

10 

MARIE’S HANDY HOUSEHOLD HINTS  

1. To remove tea or coffee stains from teapots, mugs 
and cups ,  

Place one Steradent, or other denture-cleaning tablet, in the 
mug, cup or pot, and fill it with warm water.  Leave it over-
night then rinse thoroughly. If some of the stains remain, 
repeat. 

2. To remove olive oil or other oil stains from clothi ng or 
table linen  

Sprinkle talcum powder liberally on and around the stain and 
leave it overnight. The next day take the item outside or hold 
it over the sink and shake the powder away. The stain should 
have disappeared. I have even done the same thing on my 
wooden terrace table and it has made a big difference. 

3. To remove flower pollen dust from clothing  

First blow hard to remove as much of the pollen as you can then if any of it remains flick it 
lightly with a soft dry cloth, never rub! The stain should disappear without trace. Try not to 
touch the pollen as it will react with the skin and leave a permanent stain on the clothing. 

4. To keep your feet from sticking to your shoes durin g the summer months 

Sprinkle talcum powder into the shoes and shake them so that the powder covers the whole 
area. If you are wearing sandals, dust the soles of your feet to achieve the same result. To 
prevent rubbing when wearing thong sandals put Vaseline between your first and big toe. 

5. To remove Cactus hairs or spikes from your skin  

Place a strip of Sellotape over them, do not press down, and gently peel off. The hairs or 
spikes should come out cleanly.                                                

I hope you find these tips useful; they have been invaluable to me! 

Marie Hayward  

Danish Services at St Michael’s 

By way of a footnote to the story on the previous page, we should remind our readers that 
once more there is a Danish service at St Michael’s one Sunday a month at 11.15. The 
experiment of moving the service to the afternoon was not a success and the former pattern 
has been resumed. So at least once a month we start punctually on the dot of 10 am, 
whether you have arrived or not, and we try to finish a few minutes before 11am. There will 
not however be a Danish service at 11.15 in St Michael’s on Easter Day. 
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L E  S P E C T R E  D E  L A  R O S E  

A t the end of May my friend Barry 
Ayres handed over to me on behalf 

of our unfailingly generous friend, the 
sculptor Tom Merrifield, a bronze 
statuette to be sold in aid of our 
church’s Restoration Appeal. 

The statuette is called  Le Spectre de la 
Rose, a role danced originally by 
Nijinsky and presented by Diaghilev in 
Monte Carlo; The model for it however 
was John Gilpin, a leading international 
ballet dancer, who later married H.S.H. 
Princess Antoinette of Monaco. 

I was not at all certain as to how to 
‘market’ this very lovely statuette, but 
one day I happened by chance (or were 
our guardian angels working overtime?) 
to see a solitary poster advertising a 
John Gilpin Scholarship Evening that 
weekend in Monaco. Thanks to the 
efforts of Justin & Marie Hayward and of 
Mrs Paul Gallico, we were able to make contact with Kathy Plaistowe of Les Ballets 
de Monte Carlo  and she in turn put us in touch with Mme Marika Besobrasova, 
directrice de l’Académie de Danse Classique Princesse Grace (Foundation Marika 
Besobrasova). Mme Besobrasova very generously bought it & presented it to 
Princess Antoinette, who was deeply touched and grateful to receive it. 

Not only did St Michael’s receive 2,000 euros for this bronze but it found the best of 
homes. Even better, when Tom Merrifield heard of the Princess’s joy at receiving the 
statuette (he had assumed she already had a copy) he very generously offered 
another copy to the Foundation Marika Besobrasova to serve as a trophy to be kept 
for a year by the winner of the John Gilpin Scholarship. 

R.T.G.                         

 

F R O M  T H E  C H A P L A I N’ S  C O M M O N P L A C E   B O O K 

W e  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  b y  w h a t  w e  g e t,  b u t  w e  m a k e  a  l i f e b y  w h a t  w e  g i v e.  

S i r  Wi n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l 
( Inscription above the list of donors; Pallant House Gallery, Chichester )         
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C o n f i r m a t i o n  D a y  a t  S a i n t   M i c h a e l ’s 

2 7  A u g u s t  2 0 0 6 

The suffragan Bishop of Gibraltar with  those confirmed at St Michael’s on   
27th August.  

From left to right:  Michael Wain, Jack Moore, Felicity Garvey,  
Ripley Harrington, Colombe Harrington, Debra Garvey. 
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    Confirmation Day, 27 August 2006 —Details on page 22 



 

14 

A N G E L S , A N G E L S  E V E R Y W H E R E !   

‘And he shall  keep his angels charge over  thee  to  keep  thee In all  thy ways 

“I don’t believe in them!” I said.  

It was just before Mass in Ampleforth Abbey ( a Benedictine 
monastery and school ) on 29th September, the feast of the 
Archangels. 

“Oh, is that so?” Replied Father J. as he tied his shoelaces, 
“Well, you just have to! See!”  

“Can’t!” I quipped, eyeing his very glamorous, golden chasuble 
which was embossed with shadowy, silvery angels’ wings.  
“That’s nice”, I said. 

“Yes.” And he smiled as he moved off to join the silent proces-
sion of monks. 

I don’t quite know when or how that state of affairs had come 
about - my inability to believe in angels.  I believed in all the 
other things intrinsic to my Faith: the Immaculate Conception, 
The Virgin Birth, The Resurrection, the Forgiveness of Sins and 
Eternal Life - but ANGELS!!! Somehow I just could not accept 
that they were, well, real! 

In my middle-aged mind they were relegated to distant, nursery memories. Cosy, bed-
time prayers with Mummy and songs about guardian angels, school and nativity plays 
(where I never got to be an angel). Those smug, little girls with the horrid, wire wings 
that tended to fall off or swing lopsided, and they thought that they were better than the 
rest of us shepherds! 

Angels? No, I didn’t think so. I was fully grown up for heaven’s sake! 

So, I could not believe in them - but I must have been jolted by Father J’s admonition 
for, oddly enough, since that night I became more aware of angels. They did come into 
my life.  

Oh, not in a dramatic way but suddenly I began to see and hear about angels wherever 
I went! They shone from book covers and loomed over me from posters and advertising 
panels. 

I saw them in churches, of course, and in art galleries and even in the cinema, in films 
such as ‘City of Angels’ and ‘Michael’. I became very aware of their omnipresence in 
popular culture. Pop singers sang of them and even perfumes were named after them. 
There were so many angel books too, especially in the ‘Mind, Body and Spirit’ section 
in Waterstones (which I sneak into when I think that nobody I know is looking!). 

I re-discovered the divine beauty of Fra Angelico’s angels and began to research the 
angels in the Bible; Jacob and his ladder - Abraham and the angel who stayed his hand 
as he was about to kill Isaac - Daniel surrounded by angels in the lions’ den and 
Gabriel announcing to Mary that she was to be the mother of Jesus, the Son of God. 
These are just a few of the angelic appearances.  

One day, when I was at a book fair in London I was drawn to a stand where two won-
derfully elegant, dark skinned people were selling books about angels. I bought one 
and was fascinated to read accounts of angelic intervention in people’s lives at times of 
great difficulty and distress and even in more banal situations. 
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It seemed that many people did believe in angels and 
believed that they were here right now! I remembered that 
the meaning of the word angel is ‘messenger’ from the 
Greek word Angelos. 

The angels were God’s messengers and why shouldn’t 
they still be his messengers? I began to think that it might 
be possible to believe in them again. After all, they were 
not just part of biblical history and childhood fantasies but 
still played a continuing role in God’s grace for us. How I 
wanted to believe in them now! I started to invoke them, 
particularly Gabriel, for guidance and Michael for protec-
tion. It has become an addition to my prayers now. 

Last year I bought a new car (well, a new, old car!). Father 
Roger blessed it but only two days later it broke down in a 
busy tunnel in Monaco! I was rather disappointed but not 
for long! Within seconds four (handsome) young men, 
with flowing, dark locks, appeared, as if from nowhere, 
and, without saying a word, pushed the car to a safe place then promptly disap-
peared! When I told Father Roger about this he laughingly said, “Well, that would 
have been Michael, Gabriel, Raphael and Uriel!”  I don’t know about that but I do 
know that the action of those unknown helpers was angelic. 

Almost everyone has had a mysterious, unexplained occurrence in his or her life 
but in the last few hundred years we have come to believe that something is real 
only if we can examine it through a microscope or telescope. Ego limits us to what 
we know or think or do. That was exactly where I was some years ago. But what 
about intuition? This is one way in which we can ‘open up’ to the angels, God’s 
messengers. The other, of course, is prayer. The world needs these angel mes-
sengers now as it has always done. Their clear message repeated down the cen-
turies: ‘Peace on earth - good will to all men’.   I wish!    

 J o s e p h I n e  A 

F U N  W I T H  W O R D S 

 

1. Put three letters in front of ERGRO, and the same three letters at the end of ERGRO,  
to make an 11-letter word that tells you where all the world’s oil comes from. 

2. There is a familiar word of five letters that becomes shorter if you add two letters to it. 
What is it? 

3. Can you draw a short line somewhere on  A B C D E  to turn it into a five letter word?   

4. What English words contains all the vowels A E I O U once and once only in reverse 
order? ( I know of 3 words. Perhaps you know more! ) 

Answers on Page 21 
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C A P T I O N   C O M P E T I T I O N 

What is Father Roger saying that Lady 
Holmes and the Royal couple find so 

amusing? 

Pass your suggestions to the Editor 

 

See page 22 for details 
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H E R  M A J E S T Y’ S   T H I R D   S O N  

T o whom are we referring? Not to one man but two; Prince Arthur, Duke of 
Connaught ( 1850 – 1942 ), the third son of Queen Victoria, and to Prince 

Edward, Earl of Wessex, the third son of our reigning sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II. 
The Earl and Countess of Wessex now live at Bagshot Park in Surrey, originally the 
home of the Duke of Connaught, and on the afternoon of Sunday 17th September 
the Earl of Wessex and the Mayor of Beaulieu unveiled a plaque in honour of the 
Duke, naming the square in which St Michael’s is situated Place Duc de 
Connaught.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a very brief visit, but a memorable, unstuffy and happy occasion. Their Royal 
Highnesses were first met by local dignitaries at the Palais des Anglais ( opposite 
the railway station ), where the Duke had an apartment, and then came up to St 
Michael’s, where members of the congregation were gathered outside, either in the 
garden or in the square, together with quite a crowd, including many children waving 
Welsh flags ( in honour of the Welsh theme of this year’s Festival de Beaulieu and of 
the Countess’s Welsh origins ). Fr Roger met them at the church gate, where 
Hannah Karlsen presented the Countess with a bouquet, and then presented to 
them a few of the leading members of our own community, together with Canon 
Letts ( acting Archdeacon ), our Curé, Père Filippi, and Mrs Rask, representing the 
Danish Church. 

Fr Roger then took the Earl and Countess inside the church for a short private visit; 
they admired the beauty of its architecture, fitting and decoration and asked 
questions both about the building and its history and also about the church 
community, before signing the Visitors’ Book. There then followed a ceremony in the 
square, which by now was full; Fr Roger said a prayer in commemoration of the 
Duke of Connaught. The Mayor made a short speech of welcome, evoking the long 
tradition of Franco – British friendship in Beaulieu and the part played in this by the 
Duke, and then together the Prince and the Mayor unveiled the plaque on the wall 
opposite the church.  

In the next issue of St Michael’s Messenger there will be a full length ariticle by Fr 
Roger about the Duke of Connaught. If, meanwhile, you would like to know more 
about him, we would refer you to Professor Richard Cooper’s history of St Michael’s 
(pp 11 & 12 ) on sale at the back of the church. You can also read it on our website: 
www.stmichaelsbeaulieusurmer.org  See also the article on page 9 about the Queen 
of Denmark. 
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 M  Y  P O L Y N E S I A N  O D Y S S E Y 

T h e  e a g e r l y  a w a I t e d  r e p o r t   b y   
        U r s u l a  S c h u l z  o f  h e r  h o l i d a y  l a s t   
        C h r i s t m a s   t o  t h e  S o m o a n  I s l a n d s.   

One day I received a newspaper clipping:   

……TOKELAU consists of three tiny coral atolls. The 
only access to the outside world is a fortnightly b oat 
from Samoa. The islands are so crowded that pigs ar e 
kept on outlying reefs. They are the Pacific's only  
swimming swine.  

I was intrigued and wanted to visit the place. The govern-
ment of New Zealand, which administers Tokelau, sent 
me the sailing schedule of the MV Toklau and wrote: 

The boat is 30 metres long, carries 50 passengers +  cargo. Conditions are 
crowded and passengers sleep on deck in their own b edding. The trip can take 
up to 36 hours. From January to March the 'Laki' bl ows, creating big swells, and 
getting from the boat ashore through the channels r elies on the skills of the lo-
cals guiding the barges. However, Tokelauans have t ravelled from Samoa for 
many years without incident. We hope you will not f eel discouraged, we inform 
you that you should apply for a visitor's permit to  the 'Taupulega village Council’ 
through the Tokelau Office in Samoa.  

I did, but suddenly feared rolling overboard and happily paid a supplement for the 
cabin I was offered. 

Next I read up on SAMOA: It has two main islands, Upolu and Savaii. Samoans are 
the most full-blooded Polynesian race in the world. Samoa is a traditional society with 
a distinctive Polynesian cultural heritage with a strong focus on welcoming visitors. 

I landed in Apia at 2am and immediately found all of this confirmed. A smiling Samoan 
in a skirt (lava-lava) welcomed me and guided me to the Schuster bus (a reminder that 
the Germans were there from 1899 - 1919). The bus wasn't that old, but it was a vin-
tage model needing new suspension. 

 At 4am, at Tatiana's Motel, I was greeted with,’ Welcome Ursula, we are waiting for 
you!’. This felt like home and after a few days I felt like part of Samoa. There was an-
other reason. In New Guinea, 35 years ago, Nofo from Samoa was my friend. Time 
had separated us, but I now hoped to find her again. I had no luck at church, but the 
Samoa Observer printed my story, with photographs, on the front page and, true to the 
journalist's prediction, I made contact with Nofo in New Zealand - as well as with her 
sister in Apia - an hour after the paper appeared. What a perfect example of the strong 
family ties in Samoa, and the people's caring! 

As the boat's departure for Tokelau had been postponed, I had time to spend a few 
days on Savaii, the other island of Samoa. I love those brightly coloured busses and 
was to take one that said ‘Mulifanua’ on the front of it. All I saw was REBORN TO BE 
BETTER - WASN'T ME, BAD ENOUGH, TRY AGAIN.  It was past 9pm with nobody in 
sight who spoke English. I began to worry about the ferry, but a helpful Samoan is 
never far:             Continued overleaf 
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He said, ‘You in paper, friend Nofo! Go where?’ I said, ‘Savaii.’ and he found the cor-
rect bus for me.  

On the ferry I was the only person sitting, Samoans like to feel comfortable and lie 
down anywhere, anyhow they can.  Although I ran for it, I missed the only bus for the 
Northern Coast, where I had reserved a room at Tanu Beach Resort in Manase. As 
Palangi (a foreigner) I quickly attracted a few taxi drivers and the owner of a small van 
where I had to squeeze myself sidewise onto a narrow rear bench.  Our 4 hour drive 
north (can be done in 1) taught me that Samoans never rush and still have time to 
spare when Europeans have a long run out, not forgetting their spontaneous hospital-
ity. According to me the van was full, 
but 2 young men jumped on and sat 
on the coconuts. Next we picked up a 
man so enormous I feared getting 
unloaded, but he shifted his weight 
around until he managed to fit in next 
to me. Amazing! We had  coffee at a 
cousin's house, made a detour to 
console a widow, visited a plantation 
to get fresh fruit for me and, after an 
extensive sightseeing tour of the lava 
fields for my benefit, finally reached Manase where my host decided I should not go to 
Tanu's but to Regina's ‘Fale’. (‘Fale’ means House and a ‘Beach Fale’ is a miniature, 
traditional round house on piles, completely open but for panels of palm leaves, and 
they can, like our venetian blinds, be lowered for shelter or privacy.) Samoans leave 
everything open. It is OK for you to see but not OK to stare. I wasn't prepared for that! 
Although once installed, I called it ‘Paradise’. The floor is covered with layers of 
woven mats on which lies a foam rubber mattress and a mosquito net is fixed to the 
ceiling above. Regina's 10 Fales are owned by a Matai (family chief). He explained 
that the big, beautiful Fale in the villages are ‘Fale Fono’ (meeting houses) serving 
family and community issues. Above the Matai is the Talufale (talking chief) who 
speaks on behalf of the Matai at village meetings. Besides explaining Faa Samoa 
(culture) to us he pampered us with delicious food, took us to the market for shopping 
and even organised a ‘fiafia‘(happy) night for us. In the big hotels in Apia fiafia night 
means a dinner with a floorshow performed by professional groups. At Regina's it 
meant that the chief's son cooked something special, 3 plantation workers played 
music and  Maria, the chief's grand-daughter,danced for us. After that the 6 guests 
danced for all of them. I would have loved to stay longer, but had to return to Apia for 
the sailing of MV TOKELAU. 

A friend took me to the wharf for an early evening sailing. I noticed that most of the 
passengers were ladies with a lot of luggage including their bedding which consisted 
of a woven mat of palm leaves, a thin layer of foam rubber and a sheet and pillows, all 
rolled up like a carpet and fastened with ribbons. 

After check-in, the company's representative took me aside to say that I would be 
sharing my cabin.    ‘OK, where is the lady?’  

‘Sorry, it's a Polynesian man.’ ……………………………………………...…...‘NEVER!!!’ 

           Concluded in next issue 

 

 

M V TOKELAU 
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This is a most remarkable puzzle. Someone found it in the seat pocket on a flight 
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping himself occupied for hours. One man from 
Beaulieu worked on this while fishing in his john-boat. Roy Clark studies it while 
playing his banjo. Elaine Victs mentioned it in her column once. One woman judges 
the job to be so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her calm her nerves. There 
will be some names that are really easy to spot..that’s a fact. Some people will soon 
find themselves in a jam,especially since the book names are not necessarily 
capitalized. The truth is, from answers we get we are forced to admit it usually takes 
a priest or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Something in our genes is 
responsible for the difficulty we have. Those able to find them all will hear great 
lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation may help; books like 
Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers and punctuation and spaces 
in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you complete. Remember there 
are 25 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph.  

C a n  y o u  f i n d  t h e m  a l l ?    Fi r s t  c o r r e c t  l i s t  t o  t h e  e d i t o r   
g e t s  a  p r i z e ( l u n c h  o r  d i n n e r ? ).   A n s w e r s  n e x t  t i m e.    

Answers to FUN WITH WORDS 

1. UND  2. Short! 3. A line to close the letter C makes ABODE  
4. Uncomplimentary. Subcontinental. Unoticeably.  

Friends and Patrons of St Michael’s – at date of publication 
The contribution of each and every one is gratefully acknowledged 
Patrons 
Vance and Linda Johnson, Edgar and Joan Harborne, Justin and 
Marie Hayward, Ceri and Susan James, John and Leonora Kerry 
Keane, Margot Mayne, Hugh and Anne Mellor, Jeremy and Susan 
Nordberg, Rex and Sophie Thorne.  
Friends 
Fiona Brannon, Lord and Lady Charles Cecil, Professor Richard 
Cooper, Paul and Judith Couch, Joan Goldsmith, Roger Green-
acre, Christina Gorna, Nick and Stephanie Harley, Teddy Hey-
wood, Mark and Sarah Holford, Robin and Sarah Hutchins, 
Vanessa Ilsley, Chris and Rita Jonas, Ian Keith, Jack and Roberta 
Moore, John and Elisabeth Nutter, Charles Parsley, Steven and 
Elena Polyak, Christopher Reddington, John and Vanessa Stone, 
Heidi Van Arsdell, Anthony Vernon, Lyndon and Eira Williams. 
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The photographs:  

Confirmation Day    Page 12:    Front row: The candidates with the Suffragan Bishop, 
the Rt Rvd Dr David Hamid. Back row, L to R: Vance Johnson, Canon Chad 
Coussmaker, Crucifer Johnny Clegg (hidden), Fr Roger Greenacre, Justin Hayward, 
Pastor Henrik Christensen. Page 13, Clockwise from top left: Jack Moore at the font with 
the Bishop.  Fr Roger and Pastor Henrik. Felicity Garvey (in white) with her friends in the 
church garden. Michael Wain (sitting) and his sponsor Vance Johnson. Debra and 
Felicity Garvey. The Bishop at the vin d’honneur talking to members of St Michael’s 
congregation–Christina Gorna, Susan James, Roberta Moore (That’s her back!) and 
Ceri James.    

Dedication of the Place duc de Connaught - Page 16 : Top row L to R: French Naval 
band ‘le Bagad de Lann-Bihoue’ playing to the crowd. Hannah Karlsen waiting for the 
Royal couple to arrive.‘The plaque’.  Middle row L to R:  HRH  The Countess of Wessex.  
HRH Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex. The Royal couple leaving the church. Bottom 
Row L to R: Hannah Karlsen presenting a bouquet to the Countess with Fr Roger and 
Prince Edward looking on. The ‘Prayer of Commemoration’ by Fr Roger with the Mayor 
of Beaulieu, M. Roger Roux and Sophie, the Countess of Wessex.  From the St 
Michael’s Visitors Book.  
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  Les Nouveaux Commerçants 
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S T  M I C H A E L’ S  A N G L I C A N  C H U R C H  

11, Chemin des Myrtes, 06310 Beaulieu-sur-Mer 

E U C H A R I S T  E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  A T  1 0  A M 

Followed by refreshments  
 

Dates for your diary     
   

October    

Sunday 22nd  10.00  Harvest Festival Eucharist  
November    

Wednesday 1st  10.30  All Saints‘ Day Eucharist  

Thursday 2nd  18.00  All Souls’ Day Requiem Eucharist  
Sunday 12th  10.00  Remembrance Sunday Eucharist  
Sunday 26th  18.30  Evensong for the feast of Christ the King at 

St John’s, Menton  
December      

Friday 22nd  19.15  Ecumenical & bilingual Carol Service  
Monday 25th  10.00  Christmas Day Eucharist  

Chaplain Canon Roger Greenacre DD 04 93 01 45 61 

In the Chaplain’s absence, emergency calls to: 06 60 42 52 47  

Churchwardens Deanne Fox 04 93 22 92 13 

  Justin Hayward 04 93 21 60 83 

Treasurer Deanne Fox 04 93 22 92 13 

Secretary Tom Downes 04 93 10 47 53 
 

Vice Chairman of the 
Church Council 

Vance Johnson 04 93 54 56 25  

 
St Michael’s Messenger is printed 3 times a year.   

For information, contributions, news etc. Contact the Editor on: 
Telephone:  04 93 37 10 43 

E-mail: stuartbarham@yahoo.com 
   

The editor reserves the right to alter and edit material as may be  required. 


