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ANOTEFROMTHE EDITOR

O1ce morethe time has come for anothe CREDITS
ssue ofThe MessengeA copy shouldes

appear once every four months and | have §
keep to that schedule, but sometimes we g
a week or two out. That is the case this tin

apologies for that. Also | apologise if som

EDITOR / DESIGNER
Stuart Barham

DESIGN LAYOUT

had a copy of the last issue - Winter 2007 |5 Hugh Mellor
managed to have 3 paragraphs missing|®

Jean Coussmaker’s article entitled ‘A Remd > PROOF READER
Man’'| hope you all managed to either hg S | Fr Roger Greenacre
reprint of the article itself or a full veraren in

other copy of the magazine. ADVERTISING

My thanksas always, to everyone who has contritithedMessen- Johnny Clegg
ger'in any wayContributors Advertisers and Office workeatike. Kim Smith

And, please, don't forget to visit our advehigersind restaurants at DISTRIBUTION

the same time mentioning that you saw their tidsenagazine!

Please comé you can @t Michael'son théd June,to a marvellous

concertgiven byThe GroveSingers’' from England. They are giving CONTRIBUTORS

their profits to St Michael's restoration ftlvedyswre people that at- Fr Roger Greenacre

tend the merrier! The music they will sing wilkkhee of sacred and ~ Nicola Ann Karlson

Tom Downes

secular music. It promises to be a great evening! Josephine Collins Attar
Nick Harley
Please not¢hat | welcome anyone who would like to cemtfibate Hugh Mellor
Messengein any way. Please speak to me with your edeexy aft Justin Hayward
the 10.00 Sunday services, or email me at S¥ecdtire back of the Deanne Fox
magazine.
) PHOTOGRAPHY
Thanksto all of you who came to the Pancake suppethattit was Marie Hayward
probably one of the most successful there hasidsleymust go to Hugh Mellor
Barry Coffey for his superb performance of lolsGogs on that Josephine Attar
evening. Nicola Ann Karlson

) . Roger Greenacre
| wishyou all a great summer and look forward tossering af you

as possible at our church service each Sundeuveinein Beaulieu. WEBMASTERS
SB Mark Dezannl
Hugh Mellor

Front cover: The Icon presented to Stdvigheather Roger.
Photo by Hugh Mellor.



LETTERFROMTHE CHAPLAIN

Some churches are having to manage decline and
others growth. | think that in our case it is the lat-
ter, although the increase in the number of people who
worship with us on big occasions like the Christmas
carol service or Easter morning is not yet matched by a
similar rate of growth on ordinary Sundays. We un-
doubtedly however are having to learn to manage
change. A lot of stalwarts who kept St Michael’s run-
ning when | first arrived at the end of 2000 have either
died or moved away for good or spend much less time
here. Fortunately there are new arrivals to take their
place and it is right that their experience and freshness
of vision should be enlisted.

At our Annual General Meeting we thanked Deanne Fox warmly for her time of ser-
vice as Churchwarden; She remains as Treasurer and was re-elected to the Coun-
cil. Twelve candidates stood for the nine places on the Church Council. This | think
was a healthy sign, although, sadly, it meant that three people would be disap-
pointed. | would like to pay tribute here to the three who were not re-elected and
thank them for their devoted service on the Council; they must not think that they
are in any sense being rejected, and we look forward to their continuing service to
our community. They are Jonathan Clegg, Edgar Harborne and Anne-Colette Lan-
gelier. At the same time we welcome three new members, Josephine Attar (see her
article later in this issue), Nicola Karlsen ( see her article later in this issue) and An-
drew Mercer (a former Churchwarden in Sussex), who have now joined the Council.

The drop in numbers of vocations to the priesthood over the previous decades, far
less dramatic for us than for the Roman Catholic Church in France and in many
other parts of the world, is another change that has to be ‘managed’. It has however
its positive aspects. The whole People of God and not just those ordained to the
Sacred Ministry have a vocation to ministry and service. All of us are jointly respon-
sible for the life and witness and activity of our Church, not just in areas traditionally
left to the laity (finance, hospitality and flower arrangement, for example) but also in
the celebration of our worship (I wish | could find more volunteers to lead the inter-
cessions on Sunday) and in our mission to the English-speaking population of the
area we serve, from Villefranche to Cap d’Ail. As for my particular job as your priest
and pastor, | try always to remember the wise words of Cardinal Basil Hume: “The
priest’s task is to animate not to dominate”.

" Isger Greenacte.



FROM THE CHURCH REGISTERS

Service of Prayer & Dedication after Civil marriage

SaturdayttMay Alan Carter & Wynn Harrison
Wedding:
Saturday ¥May Matthew Bannister & Katherine

REST ETERNAL GRANT UNTO THEM, O LORD...

We offer our prayers — together with our syorthathyamilies and friends | for
the repose of the souls of the following, wiliedhairee our last issue.

Félix Jullienwas a Beaulieu resident, a loyal and devoted shembErengh
Catholic parish and its treasurer, who died/sodgaill He was always frigndly
and helpful to us and gave us good advice osrahaodasions.

Margot Maynwas a friend and former parishioner of Fr &®dgfeGeorgefs,

Paris, who was a regular visitor and generousf plad¢r&riends of St Michgel’s.
She had an interesting and varied life in plaivesrses as Cambridge ffand
Oxford, Istanbul, Athens, Rome, Luxembourg, &@rdsfiehlly, Paris. She|lwas
very much involved in the early days of what i -
now the European Union; it was in 1961 >
article of hers The Economisfirst used th{
term ‘Eurocrats’. She was not only an aut
journalist but also a passionate belie

INBRIEF

Last year’s record broken

Last year (in issue No 20) we recorded a congré@&tion Easter Day — “ The highest
figure for Easter Day recorded over the lass”0 ged commented, “Let’'s make it at
least 100 next year”. In fact we had 109 pefmplehiton Easter morning this year, 20 of
them children. Dare we formulate a wish for 2008?




Watch this space
The Danish Church on the Cote d’Azur will BencelebB0birthday next year & a very
interesting programme is being planned foivibrisaayn

From Reverence to Veneration

Canon Kenneth Letts of Holy Trinity Nice, wdenhsatibg Arch
deacon for a year, was installed as Archdeaeoceofaf-the
Archdeaconry Synod in Arras by Bishop David Halnigary.
We have assured him of our warmest congrahgatiavishes
and prayers. Officially he is now the Venenaélle Ketis but h
still prefers to be called Father Ken.

Congratulations
1) Pére Louis Derousseaux of the Catholic Woivatst who was Roman Catholic Co-
Chairman of French ARC (the Anglican-RomanQGoathulize for France) for over 15
years, was presented with the Cross of St Aah@stimterbury by Bishop David Hamid,
acting on behalf of the Archbishop of Cantarlmgnthd Archdeaconry Synod in Arras.
Father Roger was asked by Bishop David to makeuktory presentation.

2) Professor Suzanne Martineau, whom manyeoies imBeaulieu, Chichester or Arras,
who is_thé&rench Catholic expert on Anglicanism, au#soAn§lican& honoured by
Archbishop Runcie with the Cross of St Augsidteen ramechevalier de la Légion
d’honneurfor her ecumenical work.

The summer “locum

Fr Ron Robinson of Portsmouth & his family rietitplailo the August loetirSt Mi-
chael’s, but unfortunately Fr Ron’s daughtsrutwra i& so the family cannot leave Eng-
land. We assure them of our prayers & goodbutiireshappy to announce that Canon
David Skeoch is able to take over. He wasyuetiendlly Vicar of St Gabriel's, Pimlico, &
has been a frequent visitor here. He will Herleadgah St George’s, Paris, in June.

Marking a Jubilee
[G
A
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Fr Roger was at the Abbey of Bec in Normandedbkeral in
March, lecturing on the Anglican-Roman CatiedliStatrment of

”

s
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A sad farewell Fa -.
Many of us will mourn the sudden and tragit al@afrdibor’s distinctive and instantly rec-
ognizable car, in which some of us have begedptoviravel. It died peacefully at the side
of the autoroute, near Antibegh bfay at 18.40, having clocked up 270,000 kb8, aged
years. Our condolences are with him as heghdsdp dnd fork out on another motor!

Mary. As this year marks His@biversary as an oblate (assoc| £
of the abbey, he was invited to preach on 3¢ Desef#OMarch) | ¢
at the Mass and to preside in a cope from tlseChiaivoat Solemyif *
Vespers. K




What's Cooking?

Spicy Chicken Salad

This is the delicious recipe Mike Wain made for the Pancake Supper. So many people
asked for his recipe that he has agreed to share it with us. It is a simple salad and makes a
pleasant change from the normal cold chicken sandwiches; ideal for a summer garden

party.
Ingredients
1 whole chicken. (I use poulet fermier which is a nice golden

7.

8.

colour)
2 pots of natural ewe’s yoghurt.
2 Granny Smith apples (or any two crispy red apples).
200g of mayonnaise (From 1 small pot).
3 teaspoons of curry powder.
2 cloves of garlic.
A small amount of olive oil.

Method

Wash, and then brush the chicken with olive oil. Put some peeled cloves of garlic in
and around the chicken. Cook the chicken in a pre-heated oven at 200t in an oven
proof dish covered with foil for 25 minutes a pound, plus 25 minutes. Allow the chicken
to cool naturally; do not put it in the fridge to cool. When the chicken is cold you
proceed to the next stage.

Put the two pots of yoghurt and 200g of mayonnaise into a large bowl and mix well
together.

Add the curry powder.

Take the skin and gristle off the chicken and throw away. Remove the roasted garlic to
be used with another meal.

Take the meat off the chicken and chop into small cubes. Add this to the curried
yoghurt- mayonnaise mixture,

Finally, core the apples, removing any pips, and chop them into small cubes. Add these
to the mix and give it one final stir so that all the chicken and apple are covered by the
sauce.

Transfer the mixture into a serving bowl. Cover with Cling-Film and allow it to stand in
the fridge for at least 2 hours.

When you are ready to serve simply take out of the fridge, remove cling-film - et voilal

This recipe will keep for up to two days in a refrigerator. Do not freeze it.

Mike Wain is looking for a job or part-time work.
Please contact him on 06 64 01 07 29

We are happy to give Mike this free advertisement in grateful recognition of his

services to ‘The Messenger'.




The Icon of the Virgin and Child

In the last issue (No 22) | wrote about the gift of an
icon of the Virgin and Child that | was going to present
to St Michael’s and promised in the next issue to con-
tinue the story.

The municipality of Beaulieu organises a number of
exhibitions by artists in the course of each year, held
in the former Chapel of Sancta Maria de Olivio next to
the Church of the Sacré-Coeur. In December 2005 |
went to an exhibition of icons, the work of a group of
local artists who, under the auspices of the Espace
Culturel Fra Angelico in Monaco, have been pupils of
the celebrated Greek Orthodox painter and restorer of
icons Eva Vlavianos. The discipline involved is both
spiritual and artistic and requires a long apprenticeship.

On that occasion | talked with a member of the group who lives in Beaulieu, Mme
Chartreux, and | gradually became convinced that an icon, painted locally, and
reflecting yet another spiritual tradition — that of the Orthodox Church — would be
the ideal choice. When our architect was last here in the autumn of last year
Mme Chartreux brought several icons up to the church for us to see; Donald and
| agreed that the most suitable for our purpose was the icon of the Virgin and
Child of Kykkos, based on an original venerated at the monastry of Kykkos in
Cyprus (see Josephine Collins Attar’s article on pages 10-12), painted or ‘written’
by Mme Elvire Mercatini of Menton.

The icon was duly purchased and the members of the icon painters’ school
brought it to St Michael’'s where it was brought up to the sanctuary in the course
of our annual ecumenical service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

It was placed in its present position on a pillar in the nave in time for a special
eucharist for the Feast of the Annunciation in March. | think it is generally agreed
that it enhances the atmosphere of devotion and recollection in our church. It is
not so much a decoration as an invitation to prayer and a pointer to the mystery
of the Incarnation: “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us”.

R.T.G.

PS We are grateful to M. Olivier-Henri Sambucchi, Archdeacon Kenneth Letts
and Canon Jeremy Haselock, who advised us on the best location for the icon.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL GIFT!

The officers and members of St Michael's Chunithti@o&riends of St Michael's

thank you to Father Roger for his truly magiiifafeiiizzon of th¥irgin and Ch
that he has so lovingly given to St Michaél'thaf will enhance, help and i
worship in our beautiful church for all the gears.t

THANK YOU FR ROGER.

and all the members of the congregation wujdiikegether in saying a hT
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OFF ON THE ICON TRAIL!
By Josephine Collins Attar

cons have always captured my eye and imagingtign. L
have | loved the beauty of these holy, golder argrikis
always painted after periods of deep praydeetiwhref
have seen some ancient and wonderful icoreximbiare
tions in London and have a friend who praysiiand| pai
icons in her studio in Devon.

Here, on the Co6te d'Azur, several groups cipbensg
quietly continue in the tradition and therecate fuh
those who wish to learn the art. One of thesedo, M
was where Elizabeth Nutter, friend and sometiipe wor
per at St. Michael's, painted a strikinglyrettgyudg icon
of the Archangel Michael which she broughtrte rfor ho
24 hours some years ago and | thank her dgain for t

So, when Father Roger first showed me the pisotdgttag beautiful icon which now
hangs in our church, | was especially intedestednimre about it. The representation is of
the Holy Virgin of Kykkos and the original iceputestly painted by Saint Luke who had
seen the Blessed Mother herself! How thribimgnttésl and | wondered whether it could
really be true!

=

Some time later | was tired and looking fobeeakpvthich would not involve family duties!
For some reason | thought of Cyprus. | haderetleereebut the idea of winter sunshine

and Byzantine monasteries in snowy mountaimilyasppeealing. | soon booked a flight

and a monastery tour.

“I'm going to Cyprus next week", | told Father Roge

"Cyprus! Then you must go to the Kykkos manastdrsoodos Mountains. That's where
the original icon is kept. Try and get a phdtograph

| checked the tour brochure and, sure enougladizefell day at the Kykkos monastery. |
was off on the icon trail!

Cyprus is a small, rugged island, dotted vathis/emay olive groves. The coast, from what
| saw of it during my brief stay, has been ithiredtevhideous, new buildings but the
mountain villages with their cobbled streetalgndtsta@ houses are charming, timeless
and spotlessly clean.

| was staying in a modern hotel in Limasspletiptpdace but a good base for touring. The
British influence was very evident, not thigeaittss being the numerous discotheques
in the town. (No, | didn't!). The hotel wasuubrofvn, long-stay couples of a certain age,
from the shires of England. There were als@iadfemistits like myself who wore padded
jackets for daily trips into the mountains. \fiteemjomed in the stately, ballroom dancing
in the evenings but were mostly too tired! t¢ adiarba the Greek dance with an aged
Cypriot ex-footballer!!).
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The famous Kykkos monastery lies in the wesibthegp@iroodos Mountains and is just 18
kilometres from the highest peak in CyprusGlivmomns. It was built at an altitude of 1200
metres in an area of dense tree growth. Thexsnaentamisty on the day we went to

Kykkos and there was thick snow but the buegbheted the hairpin bends with ease

and | did not look down!

The bus finally parked in a small square
just above the monastery and we walked a
few metres through the snow to the tomb
of Archbishop Makarios who, as you know,
was the leading figure in the Cypriot strug-
gle for liberation which led to the formation
of the independent state in 1960. He was
a monk of Kykkos and the Orthodox

Church was one of the main financial sup-
porters of the rebels as well as providing a
hiding place for them.

The monastery buildings consist of many diffateotusal styles as they date from differ-
ent periods. The church lies at the centre amfakinm and you reach it via a large flag-
stone-paved courtyard with a well. The claistdirtharbuildings are richly decorated with
glorious mosaics which tell the story of holy itenhzame to Cyprus. These alone are
worth a visit.

The church was especially built to house the thenesare three aisles. The middle one is
dedicated to the Holy Virgin, the right aisaiaté\land the left aisle to the Archangels
Michael and Gabiriel. It is difficult to desdriberitr as the eye is dazzled by all the gold!!

The golden walls are filled with icons whictiuaresceld and each one is outstanding in
some way. The centre of attraction is, of lseursly, icon which has been passed on from
generation to generation. It was painted onamglamzovered in a silver and gold plate
except for the face which is covered with aroédeesdcloth. (The last cloth was made in
1795) The face is never revealed so as toéeggireayerence. The monks have uncov-
ered the icon only in periods of great trouktleeviben was transported to a hill and the
face uncovered so that she looked towards fitteoskyb&ing gazed upon. The monks

would sing petition prayers before bringingittentazck into the church.

The icon came to Cyprus in or around 1100 AeDstorg began with the visions of a
saintly hermit, Isaiah, who was living in tetHeresat that time. He asked a nobleman,
who wanted to thank him for help, to bringdomdhéhe Virgin, one of three creations by
saint Luke, from Constantinople. After matiesliffielrequest became a reality and the
icon came to Cyprus where it was received Wit greaprayer. A legend tells how the
seashells came out of the sea and joined tlsoprogethe mountains to the monastery.
They say that the pine trees bowed down as passednand even today there are
'bowed' trees and sea shells in the forestblahanads participation in the reception is
beautifully illustrated in some of the frestteemonastery walls.
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| also visited the monastery museum which is
very impressive and contains numerous arti-
cles from the early Christian period as well as
icons, church vestments and ancient docu-
ments. | returned to the dubious delights of
downtown Limassol, my head filled with unfor-
gettable images of Kykkos.

Another memorable trip was to Paphos where
the ruins of a first century Christian basilica
contain Saint Paul's Pillar. The remains of this

marble column are allegedly where Saint Paaligesl sehen he came to the island wit
Barnabas (later bishop of Cyprus) for tryingtiopemple to Christianity. Nearby are Chri
tian catacombs and a strange tree, the Teesitiniesold where people seek a cure fro
illness by tying pieces of their clothing ogniarlds branches. Today it is the tourists who
up their handkerchiefs and leave their troBalplsois! In Paphos, above the ruins of tf
basilica, stands an old, stone, Greek Orthodox|Clias abandoned for many years but
now a living church once more and is the cBaiah I§§riaki and Our Lady of the Littl
Golden City. However, the really lovely thainig is éhRoman Catholic Church and an Ang
can church! It is jointly run and financed dgniootinations who also worship together
certain times. Now, there's an idea! | thiakithatdmBarnabas would have approved!

So, | discovered the holy face of Cyprus asetthimlly return. When | look upon the icon
St. Michael's | see Kykkos again and thintoof dinéving there. | hope that my brief descr
tion will inspire some readers to go and seetidess for themselves.

Josephine Collins Attar

BIBLE QUIZ
For all you animal lovers:

1) What creature was first to be let out obN@ah’s

2) Which creature was sacrificed instead of Isaac?

3) Which creature provided Jesus with monégxespay
For all you gardeners:

4) In the parable of the sower, why did thgepkcdsched?
5) The Book of Proverbs tells us that he whditewds....... what?
6) Who was the first man to have planted avineyard
And for all you sailors:

7) What material was used to waterproof the Ark?

8) How many people were In the Ark?

9) Who closed the door of the Ark?

And lastly:

10) Which is the shortest gospel?

How well did you do? Check your answers byriquigegl 7
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‘Observations & Recollections’ by: Nicola Ann Karls

Nicola, who lived and worked as a teachertofreiglididdle East from 1985-2005, became Churct
Council Secretary of St George's, Baghdad alnei8$,Akbu Dhabi. She is presently a council mem:-
ber of St Michael's and, with her family, aneghigper. Here she shares with us some ofdier me
ries of living in the Middle East:

Saudi Arabia

My first posting overseas, in 1985, was to|Saudi
Arabia. It was not the easiest of countrieq for a
single female; indeed, if it were not for the| grow-

agree that Saudi is the hard man of the Iglamic
World. The ruling Wahibi tribes of Riyadh are
particularly strict in their observance ofhsla
rest of the Muslim World inevitably expecty Saudi
to be the ‘face of Islam’, particularly inats fole
the Guardian of the two Holy Shrines, Mecga and
Medinah. Across the Gulf however, Iran watches
zealously and, many say, disapproves of the &bxheaiRoyal family. (The Eastern Provinee is mor
predominantly Shia and pro-lranian and is séeesas@the current rulers.)

When | arrived in Riyadh, dressed head théomgnlation black abaya, | was surprisethat find
behind high villa walls western pleasures asmhwitises abounded; on flights to the Westeveils w
abandoned and mini skirts donned. This siuesiSagii a somewhat schizophrenic character to a
foreigner.

On the streets, though, the Mutawwah held pweayedsin the rather Victorian soufidiegGom-
mittee fothe Propagation of Virtue and Suppression of Vive'expression of their duties included:

Exhorting worshippers to go to the Mosque ai@ayer
Beating ladies on the legs or arms if anyeitpskéasl.

Issuing sudden edicts (For example; banningrevoneetefing video shops - as these may be
places of assignation - or banning a partindlaf biiners - as the tread pattern on tressole w
deemed to represent the Arabic charactersdoetiué Allah, and was thus an insult if walked
upon.)
Males and females were separated completehday éfeerThis lead to time consuming, and, as one
Arab writer observed, economically drainingsmerads as male members of the family fairy aroun
non-driving female relatives, and institutioshaldeand staff separate sections for lagibs- T
came very wearing as almost any car journelynicadiydttegal if not driven by a relativéogeemp

Any outward sign of Christianity was not tokaratedrosses were not allowed to be worrharound t
neck. In my time théhese Christians | knew who wished to worshipvesteim company com-
pounds where meetings were held discreetigualihdimes by an ordained minister who was obvi-
ously designated, for visa purposes, as a congiayseerather than a priest. (Such gatherings were
illegal but there was an implicit understandeq ble¢ large oil companies and the Saudesuthorit
not to interfere in the daily life on those Asfgronds.
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Other ‘illegal’ activities were also tolerateds swearing
western clothes, swimwear, mixing with merhleeopmd-t
site sex and the manufacture of home-made-aloavalr,
if a complaint was received by the authontiesuitietake
action! In one such case, a disgruntled Sawais wéfased
entry to a party at a compound, had the hoddgyrpalee
and several westerners were arrested, inclediatg adl-
league of mine. She was released from jail fryrdoyadbn
the occasion of 'Eid'.

Although Saudi Arabia falls into the Dioceseoa@yphe
Gulf, those members who attend Symesrereamed in the
proceedings and the group is referred to uedeioayps. |
never dared to have a conversation about targ appaa-
diction with Quranic teaching about peopleooktes|Be-
cially as single, female, western Christiarereletelbrated
at all in this society. Even when swathed knadbdjacany
social interaction in public was limited to singeyaved
from kerb-crawling cars to requests for "Jdfisky}), @ incredulous children asking, "Yg®"eat pi
Only occasionally, in the company of profeasiinab®en, could some equal interaction occur.

One dear Saudi colleague once asked me, viitiheéeages "Why does your father make you leave
his home to work alone in a foreign land7é&&heepit pitied her. The gap in perceptionsedmed

a huge one to breach and the retreat to a ‘@Gfdgterompound or a ‘Female Only’ park became
necessary to one's sanity. It was difficulh to leagilain a culture which also encompasses its o
contradictions.

After one year | left and felt a sense oteelsefchf an intense and alien experience.

Irag

In 1988 | was offered a posting at the BritighirCBaghdad. In its present situation it dossmot
the most attractive place in which to live andy ¢hiek a particularly intolerant one tiviisahdt
always so. In the period from the formatiaroohtiyein 1920 until the rise of the Saddanmregime
the 1970's Iraq was, in many ways, a beacast@fasimphand tolerance in the Middle East.

After the rise of the Baath party, and Saddaitularp¢he regime became politically irkolérant
many free thinking professionals left the Thenlirgn Iraq war of 1980-88 was ruinous ta-the eco
omy and the population.

My time in Baghdad, from 1988-1990 marked fve® fears warfare and an atmosphere of hope in
the population that things would now improvg. stitlehad remnants of its former civilisad self
educated population (one of my Iraqi literdéunts stes working on a doctoral thesis on Gerard Ma
ley Hopkins), renowned musicians and artiststitages to gambling and alcohol (with wonderful
breweries) and nightlife - which were paeimideated by visiting Kuwaitis who had no dush delig
at home.

Above all, this ancient city had been, and,dtidimeto the three monotheistic religiotisein all
historic diversity. | never managed to coutwaheumsber of religions and sects but thenargest
number were the Sunni and Shia Muslims. Iragnieitegthe two holiest Shia shrines Kerbala and
Najaf, is where all Shiite followers wish tece bur
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There was still a small Jewish community arglisynagch reduced after rich Jewish merchants
left the country - the Saatchi brothers for,ewxbhmplere Baghdad Jews. Christian denominations
were varied and ancient, with some of the ghitan Asd Chaldean Churches still having their
religious texts written in Aramaic. Other Qrdepianincluded Greek Orthodox, Coptic, Roman
Catholic and Armenian Orthodox, (The lastwétdesaowned for their haunting choral music.)
In their churchyard is the tomb of GertrudeitBkIlIP&litical Agent and founder of the Iraqi
Museum.

Another little known group was the Sabeanspw/ioHolthe Baptist and wear a draped crucifix
as their symbol. And there is the Yezidi, asbadrmm Mosul who recognise Adam but worship
the 'Fallen Angel'.

The Anglican Church there was founded wheanBriiemmonwealth troops helped to end
Ottoman rule and Iraq was fofthedCommonwealth War Graves Commission meaitains a
and beautiful cemetery where rest troops frofust@ita and other allied countries who fell in
that conflict. Many had died of cholera ratlerctmbat. It was to commemorate these troops
that St George's Memorial Church was builtad BagB86 and a second church St Peter's in
Basra. | remember one chair with the insthipkitamory of Sergeant Clarke, from his dld nurse'

It was St. George's which | attended in 198&mh congregation of twenty to forty expatriate
and which also hosted the Korean Christian gofnsuaitvas no minister but in spite of the
small congregation, the services were rich andspgommunity. We were even blessed with a
cathedral organist! In place of a sermon a nighm@&ongregation gave a reflection on the
reading of the day.

After the Kuwait invasion most of the congheghtmreave the country and the church was
ransacked. The church in Basra was being usedzena store. Today St George's has a large
congregation (none of whom are Anglican) anageasntthe ‘Green Zone’ for security purposes.
Last year, all of its lay leadership were murdered.

Back in 1990, as far as | could tell, all rekgeatiowed to worship freely and were gndated fu
by the state to build and maintain places pf Waevakinot unusual to find a mix of six or seven
religions in one class of students and | dadanglisener of unease from any of them. This would
have been unheard of in most Middle Eastees.countri

However, the shadow of fear which clouded gvidey uraler Saddam overrode any religious
antipathy which may have existed. Politidetpieiwater and people were united in their fear. |
every class one student was an informer t@tipobeerand almost apologetically asked me their
scripted questions, for example: “How youefilmtatien of Iragi people compared to other Arab
countries?” Or they gave their excuses for alassintPlease excuse me, | have to be at a
demonstration outside your Embassy”. Occasstuddiptavould disappear and no-one asked
about their fate for fear of being implicated.

Even those closest to the power base liveddndeatay a new female student arrived, elegant,
but drawn, and dressed in black. | realize@ fnamehllham al Tikriti, that she was Saddam’s
sister in law. | expressed my condolences éurhieigmShe told me it was for her brother — the
Minister of Defence who had just mysteriouslyadieticopter crash. Her daughter was later
given in an arranged marriage to Saddam'’s eldddagollham died quite young, before the
recent execution of her husband Barzan.
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One always sensed an underlying violence iatthéd®@sometimes witnessed shootings in the
street. A colleague and | were lucky to sumgikedbepped by two Iragi soldiers. It was a ran-
dom action and, by Iragi standards, a venciderir We were released after being threatened
and made to hand over all our money and carémasetround this time that the British jour-
nalist Barzoft was executed for alleged spyBigtisSfth&mbassy was keen to play down our
incident in the wake of the Barzoft executidvissat s not to report it. The Iragi police, how-
ever, were extremely efficient in appreheniogstiidiers who were quickly captured and im-
prisoned.

We were called as witnesses. Throughout thelmicpstce, officials and ordinary citizens
apologized to us and stressed that this waslredisawrmally treated guests in their country.
At the trial the judge was very insistent irusisiiveg time it was when our money was taken.
We replied that it was about 9 pm. We soontheabigdficance of the time factor when the
judge then asked us if we wished him to apgyhtipemhlty - which was the standard penalty
for robbery in hours of darkness. We were dmuirgiggd that we asked for nothing as penalty or
compensation. The two soldiers neverthelesewézagihy jail sentences.

At the British Council in 1990, several Bdlisstedo were married to Iraqgis were planning to
leave, fearful for their children coming updeaéirage. A few months later, fortunatdly while
was on leave, Iraq invaded Kuwait and we wer® uealsh. Those who had remained in Iraq
became ‘guests’, and coalition forces weregfapaan

Nicola Ann Karlsen
In the next issue Nicola describes her tinunitethérab Emirates

This is a photo of St George’s church, Bagindiad fake
2003, surrounded by fortifications. An inténview wi
Canon Andrew White in 2006 describing thewgitugtion
to date can be found on:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week923/
interview. html

: Well! What can you say?
: Four ladies are having coffee together, discessihgdren.
 The first lady tells her friends,

“Well, my son is a priest. When he walks im@weergone calls him - ‘Father’.”

The second lady chirps,

“Well, my son is an Archbishop. Whenever éoveatk®in people say -‘Your Grace’.”
The third lady says smugly,

“Well, not to put you down, but my son is & @éneinever he walks into a room peopls
= say -’ Your Eminence’!”

ETTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

: She replie$Well, my son is gorgeous! He is 6’4", tannedsuativin the gym every day, so
: he has a well toned body. He works as a ‘Tafaagras. Whenelrewalks into a room :
: people say - ‘My God’!”

=
N I EEEEE I EEE N NN NN NN EEEEE NN NN NN NN NN NN EEE NN EEE NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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We received this in a letter from our good friends Nick and Stephanie who asked
if we could publish it. We do with the greatest of pleasure.
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BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS:
1) Raven. 2) Ram. 3) Fish. 4) Shallow rootits Hjufad) Noah. ) Pitch. 8) Eight. 9) TH®) btdrk
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Report by the Church Fabric Committee to the AGM - April 2007

Past Year

The repair to the guttering that was put irllbaidyfthe storm damage in August 2005
was completed at a cost of just under 15,000hésir@as not only very necessary work
but also a requirement set down by our insaremndision of continuing to insure the
building against flood and storm damage. Thehisostook was met from a combination
of the Fabric Trust Fund and funds donatedr&giorestork. Subsequently the insurers
paid for all the repairs to the damaged interatiate All of this highlighted the impor-
tance of keeping the guttering clear and waithedaitregular twice-yearly programme
for this has now been established.

Major Project

The other major development in the year watiqmepacacosting, of a programme of
work to restore the outside of the churchaThégas project that requires stripping most
or all of the rendering, replacing further freertgutfering, making good other parts of the
exterior then re-rendering and painting th&kehektimated cost is some 180,000 euros
(say £120,000) including VAT.

Clearly this is beyond the immediate resolredShaiptaincy and so the proposal of the
Fabric Committee is to consider this in threse Phase One would be to restore the
tower and the front of the church. At the sameldionevould be created to make easier
access from the tower onto the roof for futteeameen The cost of Phase One will be
approximately 55,000 Euros.

During this phase it is intended that a perroeessipkatform would be built inside the
roof void and netting would be installed todasslog pigeons.

Funding

In the past 16 months or so we have receivedsdtmvesirds restoration of over 18,000

euros of which, after the guttering repairép8@litemains. Discussions are in pfogress
for donations of a further 12,500 euros. In tddgiés £8.500 (say 12,000 euros) in the
Fabric Trust Fund. We are also hopeful thaatteri@épdes Alpes-Maritimes will favour
us with a grant to cover part of the cost afktlaisdran application is being prepared.

Recommendation

The Church Fabric Committee firmly believetatihé aeeded to restore thoroughly the
exterior of the building, even if that may takieneoto complete. The plaster and water-
proofing is in a deplorable state having besth ygatmber the years and in many places is
now hollow, allowing rainwater to access toé ttabticilding. It has now been agreed by
the CCC to adopt the three-phase plan as dalsoribetb raise funds for that purpose
and to go ahead with the work as soon as wédaet ¢chat the money is available to
complete Phase One.

Nick Harley, Justin Hayward, Hugh Mellor
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Churchwardens’ Report 2006-2007 - as reported atth e AGM

Since the last AGM our presence as a congreffaiaommunity of Beaulieu-sur-Mer

and district has remained strong, confirmesy$hdichael's has with the local Catholic
and Danish parishes through our various ecwauiivites, which included an Anglo-

Scandinavian service and our ever popular Gbagth&ervice.

Our weekly attendance has remained constantl &6483uon average, and income from
the plate over 2006 came to €11,809, incluoimggtmmal midweek service, which aver-
ages out to €231.50 per week. A sum of €3,4%htgisdm from this to other charities,
based both in the UK and in France.

We also had a very good 2006 Easter servite€56has collected for Fr. Roger.

Weddings at St Michael's have been fewer trydae fasmbering only 7, including both
Danish and Swedish (2005 was a record yeaakyjdge blessings are becoming more
popular and we continue to enjoy the occadienal bap

A new agreement is being drawn up concernmgfthieeushurch for concerts organised
by the town, and an issue regarding damagendwirijem last year has been satisfac-
torily resolved.

There is a much greater awareness now tharihegrdmgeoremembered by the present
Churchwardens, of the fabric of the churchdarng wupreserve and improve it. The re-
pairs following the damage caused by the &@sormier of 2005 are well in hand, and
a rudimentary inspection of the condition aff iheeassuring, as well as giving food for
thought about future projects. We owe a gfahdeks to Nick Harley for all his commit-
ment and leadership in this area.

Our attention now is turned to the renovad@xigribr of the Church, and we are guided
in this by a costing plan, from Nick and HuglsMedlbas proposing a way forward (see
their report opposite).

In September we were proud to welcome, abgiantisit to Beaulieu, Their Royal High-
nesses the Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, andtéss ©f Wessex for the inauguration
of the Place Duc de Connaught, which broughiewéhadvation by the Mairie of the area
in front of the Church, including two beaigdubpgy posts. The last year has also seen
the long awaited removal of the obsolete ovaslezdoh@s from the northwest corner of
the Church.
The highlight of our year at St Michael's waditiiation last August by Bishop David
Hamid of Debra and Felicity Garvey, Ripley rabeé Ealoington, Jack Moore and Mike
Wain. It was an inspirational occasion thathmmegthie true meaning of our faith, as well
as filling St Michael’s with love, and streggiberesolution and purpose.
We consider ourselves very fortunate to hasteibatipa of so many of the congregation
in the life of our church, and so we woulthbké:t&tuart Barham for his joyous organ
playing and editorship of the superb St Micreseigy®t, our verger lan Corrie for the
safe keeping and care of this beautiful buittimgy, servers Jonny Clegg, Colomhe and
Ripley.

Continued on page 20
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Churchwardens Report (Continued)

We thank Linda Johnson and Vance Johnsorinfealttedite work and exceptional dedi-
cation, Hugh Mellor for his professional guidamcafairs, our secretary Tom Downes,
as well as Rex Thorne, Joop Monnet van dernRieé€ipléte Langelier, Mike Wain,

Micky Van Vekelenburg, Jack and Roberta Madfan Hegtiell, Michelle Clegg, Helen
Downes, Paul and Judith Couch, Ursula SchutayMarié, the members of the Chap-
laincy Church Council, and all those who haflevggvenprovided hospitality, and read
the lessons and psalms. Most of all we joierwdtheeat our church in expressing our
grateful and heatrtfelt thanks to Fr Philip Robinson

Lastly, we are extremely pleased that Fr Ragsuiteaksus he will be with us for another
year at least.

Justin Hayward and Deanne Fox (Churchwardens 2008

DO YOU REALLY MEAN THAT?

Notices that bring a smile to the face!

* On a bathroom wall:
‘Toilet out of order . Please use floor below!”
* In a laundrette:

‘Automatic washing machines.  Please remove all your clothes
when the light goes out!

* In a London department store:
‘Bargain basement upstairs’

* In an office:
‘After the tea break staff should empty the teapot and stand up-
sidedown on the draining board.’

* In a health food shop window:
‘Closed - due to illness.’
* On a leaflet handed out in the street:

‘If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to get lessons!’

* On a repair shop door:
We can repair anything! (Please knock hard on the door — the
bell doesn’t work.)

* In a safari park:
‘Elephants please - Stay in your car
* Outside a second hand shop:

‘We exchange anything - bicycles, washing machines, etc. Why
not bring your wife along and get a wonderful bargain?’

* On a farmers field gate:
‘The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for f ree, but the
bull charges!’

(What chance do foreigners have to understand English, eh!)
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WWNDBOGGLER

Using only one word, and correct grammar, complete the following sentence
as accurately as you can:

‘The number of occurrences of the number one inthi s sentenceis ....... '

A drink to the person with the first correct answer (which will be revealed in
the next issue of ‘The Messenger’)

The answer to last issue’s Mindboggler

The correct punctuation on the notice by the lake t o allow swimming should
be:

PRIVATE?
NO!

SWIMMING
ALLOWED!

Vo A hh h hE b h hh h Skttt 2a d da 2a d da e da VA

Thank you to the many people who, from near and far, sent in limericks. Father
Roger now gives his judgment.

There were some interesting and witty contributions (particularly from Jack
Moore) but | have finally to name as winner Christopher Monckton , who
sometimes plays the organ for us. He wrote 4 limericks using the different ways
Beaulieu tends to be pronounced; the best one — in my opinion — is based on
the way Beaulieu in Hampshire (England) is pronounced —'Bewly’

There was a young person of Beaulieu
Whose child got all pukey and meaulieu.
When out in a boat,

Said the child, and | quote,

“The sea is too wuff and unweulieu”.

CEELEEEELELEELELG S S

R.T.G.
PP PP PP PSPPI PSP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP

P LLLeeeedsdedldddlsded

FROM THE CHAPLAIN'S COMMONPLACE BOOK
“The Gospel was not good advice but good news.”
W.R.Inge, Dean of St Paul’s (died in 1954)
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Friends and Patrons of St Michael’s
The contribution of each and every one is gratefull y acknowledged

Patrons

Fiona Brannon, Ceri and Susan James, Vance and Lind a Johnson, Edgar
and Joan Harborne, Justin and Marie Hayward, John a nd Leonora Kerry
Keane, Hugh and Anne Mellor, Jack and Roberta Moore , Jeremy and
Susan Nordberg, William Prather, Rex and Sophie Tho rne.

Friends

Lord and Lady Charles Cecil, Professor Richard Coop er, Robin and Janna
de Vere Green, John and Sarah Glaister, Joan Goldsm ith, Roger Green-
acre, Christina Gorna, Nick and Stephanie Harley, T eddy Heywood, Mark
and Sarah Holford, Robin and Sarah Hutchins, Vaness a llsley, Chris and
Rita Jonas, Alfred and Brenda Louch, Colin Menzies , John and Elisabeth

Nutter, Charles Parsley, Steven and Elena Polyak, Christopher Redding-

ton, John and Vanessa Stone, Heidi Van Arsdell, Ant hony Vernon, Mi-

chael Wain, Lyndon and Eira Williams.
As at date of publication
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Les Nouveaux Comngants

L
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STMICHAEL'S ANGLICANCHURCH

11, Chemin des Myrtes, 06310 Beaulieu-sur-Mer
EUCHARISTEVERY SUNDAY AT 10 AM

Followed by refreshments

Dates for your diary

June

Saturday 2™ 20.30 Concert by The Grove Singers

Saturday 23" 17.00 —20.00 Annual Garden Party

July

Sunday 15" 10.00 The choir of Gonville & Cuis College,

Cambridge, will sing at the Eucharist

September

Sunday 9" — Festival de Beaulieu

Saturday 15" (Antoine Landowski, director)
Chaplain Canon Roger Greenacre DD 04 93 01 45 61
In the Chaplain’s absence, emergency calls to: 06 60 42 52 47

Hon Assistant Chaplain Fr Philip Robinson

Churchwardens Vance Johnson 0493229213

Justin Hayward 04 93 21 60 83
Treasurer Deanne Fox 0493229213
Secretary Tom Downes 04 9301 47 53

St Michael's Messenger is printed 3 times a year.
For information, contributions, news etc. Contact the Editor on:
Telephone: 04 93 37 10 43
E-mail: stuartbarham@yahoo.com

The editor reserves the right to alter and edit material as may be required.
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